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THE ATMOSPHERE OF EARLY DAYS.

Refore actually starting to tell the well-worth-telling story of the
fneriey Bicyele Club, we will endeavour tn chiarm bick memaries nf fhe con-
dition nf things in general, from a cycling point of view, at the time (1891}
that Anerlev men first ventured forth as i Club, and for some veirs after
that date. The whole position of affiairs for n cyelisi,, was in those dava =g
utteriy different frem what it is now, that without this little prelimioary
dizression the grit and enthusiasm af the fathers of the Club conld not be
even zuessed at by any memher whos=e ridine exneriences are limited to the
20th century, and the atmosphere of the early davs would not again bhe
breathed, even in imagination.

Two types of machines were in nse, the ordinary hich wheel bicycle and
the trievcle. The ordinary was very nenrly stondard, the variations been
mainly the names of the makers, #nd the size of the larse wheel,; which of
course was controlied by the length of the rider's ler=s,

Tricycles, on the contrary, had a considerable range of variety of
pattern, such as front, rear and side steering, single, tandem, and side by
side, known - ironically »nerhaps - as "sociablers," for anything more liahle
to generate unsnciable feelings than two hot and tired cyclistis trying to
get a little pacre out of these ecrushing masses of heavy tubing and wheels,
would he hard to find, Tt must not be thoenszhi that the tricyele was confined
to old gentlemen or =safe’v first youths; the tvpe was extensively used hy
many of the chamnions of the day, sometimes exclusively, sometimes chunge and
change about with the ardinary, although the art of riding both was nuite a
separate and widely different attainment.

411 the machines hand solid tyres, and, Aas time wert on, the tendency was
to fit smaller and smaller Eyres on the thenry, praobahly erraneouvs, that 1%
magde for =speed. So =mall! did these tyvres eventually become that their nick-
name , "hootilaces" was really aquite apnronriate.,

The root idea of these solid fyres, that their mission 1n the scheme of
things was to reduce vihratinn ta machine tnd rider whes never fully prasped
hy the tvree themselves; they B
thourht it wias their real joh ﬁﬁé
to came unstuck from the cement A4
in the rim, come off, jam in
forks, and generally make
things lively for the rider,
The remedy, frequently rcesorted
to, was to soften the cement by
the application of red hot metal
and tie the straying rubber an
with string. fne nf the many
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The rnads nver which these
early machines were scmewhat
lahariously prapelled, bore
little resemblance fto mndern
highways, either as regards
sgurface, nature and extent of
traffic, or the type nf indi-
viduoai commonly met journeving - &
aver them. The surface was 2
sometimes wacadam, nearly always A Howg TRicycLE aBouT 1878,




g0 1in the larger towns, whilst in the southern counties it wns either sandy
gravel, ar chalk. In summer every road hecame very dusty iT & wind hlew,
and 1f the dry weather was at all prolonged the sand roads became terribly
[oose and cut up, indeed we have known the Brighton road to be impassable
for cyveles heyond Purley, from this cause. 1In wet weather the macadam, and
to a less degree, the chalk, hecame very slippery and accounted for many
cropners, whilst the sand would he lifted up by the snlash of the water into
the pedal and other hearings,; any chain driven machine suffered intensely,
the block chains simply sucking in the grit until they hecame so gorged with
it thai ithey were literalliy incapahle of bending and little short of hars

of solid metal.

No danger boards existed in the times of which we now write, no special
maps were nublished giving details such as cyclists, particularly in the days
of entirely inadequate brakes, wished to know; the bold wheelman t ravelling
along any road for the Tirst time was practicaily on an uncharted sea and too
often discovered a hill was dangerous by the smari of assorted bruises and
the still sceater bitferness of the sight of a wrecked machine, Then the
ioneliness of those rnads. Tt is nast all helief to those who never cvcled
over them And oniy know the whirl of traffic that congests the highways to-
day, and even penetrates in diluted form intoe the lanes.

Perfect quiet reigned out in the country, miles would he covered with-
out meeting a vehicle, and those that were met were mostly farmers' waggons
slowly drawn by bheavy horses, thelr brass ornaments pleasantly jingling, A
treble to the even bass of the blows from their ponderous hoofs. But this
ideal picture, from a cyclist’s point of view, had a very ugly frame to it,
that took much from the general etffect; the hand of neaxrly every other user
of the highway was aghinst him, from the tramp who shouted his curses to the
village noliceman who itches to bring him in the meshes of the law, Horsey
peonle slashed him with their whips, small boys hurled stones or tried to
thrust sticks between the spokes, the very dogs joined in the fun, seized
and hung on to the revolviang calves, charged tricycles head on with disas-
trous to all concerned, including the dog, nand even the fox hounds were
liable to bunt him. The writer once bad a whole pack in full cry after him
and only escaped a nasty mauling hyv diswountine and standiag guite still until
the huntsmen arrived and flogged the hounds off,

The wayside hotels and inns that now look so smart and nrosperous were
then, mostly, in the last stames of decay, the larger ones partly shut up,
the fare, in the south generally indifferent, but in the north szenerous and
very cheap. Depressed as they were for want of custom they too frequently
gave no welcome to the cyclist but treatad him as a foreign and probably
dangerous nerson; often and often have we been refused food and shelter on
the patently false plea that they were full up. All this unfriendly atti-
tude naturally tended to draw all cyclists together, and 1s the real f[oundation
of that brotherhood of the wheel that exists, in an attenuated form, to this
day. If a cyclist, or party of cyclisis, met others of the clan journeying in
the opposite direction they would dismount, exchange information about the
roads, examine each others machines, and bhehave much on the lines of two
explorers in the wilds who made a chance meeting., If a cyclist overtook an-
other riding in the sime direction he did not sprint past as became the fash-
ion later, but rode heside him and conversed. 1In this way early clubs came
into being, recruits were gained, and we can recall that kind fate brought us
into the Anerley fold exactly by this procedure.

Having thus briefly but very truly told the real nature and character of
the world into which the Anerley B.C, was born in 1881, we wnill endeavour to
tell something of the story of the Club up to its Jubilee with lLike con-
sclentious veracity.




ABOUT RUNS AND TOURS
AND MANY THINGS.

The Anerley B.C. is nothing if not unique, and therefore it is not
surprising that altbough in its 50th vear of continuous activity, its whole
history can be clearly traced hack to its embryo days. It sprang from a
Hoop Club formed by a few voung hoys who resided in Anerlev., Theyv used to
meet together on Saturday afternoons and run their iron hoops in company, the
party usually numbering ahout eight - through the surrounding districts,
special long distance expecditions extending as far as Croydon.

The bhoys grew larger, as boys will, went to Dulwich College, gradually
acquired new or second-hand ordinary bicycles of primitive design, and then
some hright gen-ius of the group of friends, said, "Why not an Anerley
Bicycle Clubh?"

So early in the year 1881 a meetine was called at the residence of Mr,
Wm. Ruston in Anerley Park, to put the whole matter in due trim., This Mr,
Ruston was the Uncle of Harold J. Ruston; and he was evidently a very worthy
member of the family, true to type, for he encouraged the project, in fact
really started it, and became the first President of the Anerley B.C., his
son Wm.Ruston, Jnr., heing about the first member, later to be followed by
the younger son, George,

The first Captain, then elected, was W, S, Hughes, who afterwards re-
lapsed into horse riding aAnd became proprietor of a very horsey paper.
W. Seymour was the bugler; no really respectable Club, in those days, would
have thought of starting on a Club run without their bugler in line. The Hon.
Sec., was H. McKinlay, a wonderfully fast pedaler on the ordinary, very strong
and very bold, in fact a dare-devil. We recall his jumping out of a first fleor
window in one of his mad moods. McKinlay later became Captain. The post of
Hon.Treasurer was taken, with parental wisdom, by the President. There was
one Vice-President, a Mr. F.L. Blake, but the onlv why and wherefore of this
that we can discover was the fact that this gentleman had once been Mayor of
B irkenhead. The little Club, destined to become so large and to be known
far heyond the confines of its original locality,
was thus well and truly launched. A bhadge was
designed hy Vauzhton, really a monoeram of A4.B.C,
but it was not very long before that was dis-
carded in favour of a shield, which at that time
was a more or less originnl design, but ulti-
mately it became so universal that the present
plain "A" was adopted in abhout 189%.

The Club Runs of the<e pioneers started
every Saturday from the Robin Hood, the inn that
still is practically the
same to-day, standing at
the .unction of the Anerley
and Croydon Roads.The rides
were not at first very
lengthy and it was only
once a4 month that they
roamed so far afield as to
have tea out, the earliest
tea rlestinations being
Cudham, Godstone and
Merstham. It must bhe
remembered they were all
stil! school boys of a

period when parental ideas = b T .
. E OVER THE HIiLLS AND FAR AWAY,
on the imnortant pocket
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, money question were much less developed than they are now,
and also, places where teas would be served to cvclists did
not bhloom on every roadside, and that dubious collection of
establishments labelled "Cyclists' Rest" had not even been

dreamt of,

Amongst the very earliest memhers, in addition to those
mentioned, were Frank Young, T.D.,McMeakin, A.J.Stallard,
S.F . Edge, Harold J.Ruston, Percy Sandersnn, H.Shearwood,
H.W.Bartleet, 41f Nixon, P.Runciman, Fred Voss, Fred Grover,
E.W.Housden, G.H.,Smith, Murray James and G.F.Osmond.

About 1894

Such were the young men who ventured forth on their hich bicycles or
massive tricycles to explore the surrounding country and experience those
peculiarities of the highways that we have attempted to picture to the modern
rider.

When we write "explore" we use the word strictly in its dictionary sense,
for on these early runs they really were exploring, they were adventuring
into what was to them the absclutely unknown. Every bend in the road was
full of pleasant speculation as to what was round the corner; sometimes it
revealed a long steep hill, arnd whether up or down was equally engrossing
either of muscle or nervous tension. As Harold Ruston has said, it was the
uncertainty as to the state ot the roads and the certainty of some of the
riders having headers that made each run an adventure and a great noverty.
Then the pleasant exnerience of finding some really nice place for tea,
where one was made welcome, although a cyclist.

One of the very earliest runs was to Merstham, quite a long run for
those times, and there '"The Feathers" was discovered; not quite the same
"Feathers" as the speedy passers through Merstham now see, but a homely
little inn on the same spot.

"The Feathers” took them in and fed them well and after, round a roar-
ing fire, they talked that talk of machines and sprints and croppers that
cyclists still chat, only the cropper section is much rarer. But whilst
these pleasant hours passed the mud ruts outside were being turned by frost
into iron rails, all but impossible to ride with the small diameter tyres,.
and most of the way back to Croydon had to be walked. One of the party came
on horseback, this will give an idea of the moderate speed, but he fared no
hetter than the others on return, the horse finding difficulty on the ice.
Such an incident never discouraged an Anerleyv man! Whatever the weather the
run was carried through. On one early occasion, -recalled hy S.F Edge, the
run was to the "Salt Box," Cudham, and when he, McKinlay, Shearwood, Stanner
and one or two others, names forgotten, turned up at the Robin Hood, the
snow beyond the streets was found to be so deep as to make cycling
impossible. Discard the run? return home to the fireside? No, perish the
craven thought! they walked it. Now that was some walk under such
conditions.

The tone to the Aanerley (lub Run was well and truly set and it has
never witherec; the run today is just as faithfully carried out and is just
as enjoyahle, not perhaps so much of a struggle and adventure, but having
other joys to compensate.

Wewill give a few samples of runs after the Club has got into its full
stride and members are no longer school boys, hut they can only be samples.
A very favourite destination fnr A great many years was the "Clayton Arms,"
Godstone., The date of the first run there we cannot he sure of, but we
have a record of one on March 17th, 1888, and that the hills were snow
covered. 1In those days the "Clayton Arms" was run by Churchill, a fine
specimen of mine host, old and white haired, vet straight backed, bright eyed
and active, He dres<ed in rich brown velveteren and had a grand manner as
well as appearance; one felt when there as if one were the guest of the
Squire at some ancestral hall. The customs of the house sunported this de-
lusion, for in a room on the pground floor, close to the entrance to the fine
old house that has cheered the traveller on his way since the days of
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Richard 11, tlhere was Kept. all dav and every day a wonderlul assortment
of cold dishes that the caller conld wilk striaicht te, without even
announcing his arrival, and earve to his taste and eat till satisfied, the
cool light ale of the house being inclufded in the moderate price and drawn
in accord with the thirst of the zuest. Such an ideal arrangement natur-
ally appealed strongly to cyelists, who have alwnays heen efficient at
table. In the large timbered room upstairs, which, when we first visited
the "Clayton" was used once a week for the local Magistrate's Court, how
many merry Anerley gatherings have taken place! We think. the first Boxing
Day run was held there, that is to say the first run on that holiday when
the Ciuh dined on the road., This wns in 188B and the fact that 13 sat
down had not the slightest damping effect on anvone's spirits, indeed they
rose abhove par when, in accord with the good old custom, the Captain stood
a bowl of steaming punch. Tt was the custom to mike up little parties to
ride to Godstone on Sunday afternoons to tea, and after hold an impromptu
concert, semi-sacred in character, memhers singing and dear old Brookes
with his spectacles perched precariously on his nose working steadily
away all the evening at the piano.

The first run of the 0ld Boys' Section was to the "Clayton Arms" 1in
1905. This 0Old Boys' Section, we might here explain, was a rather bappy
thought that germinated into action that year, to bring again on to the
roll of membership as many as possible of those who bad heen active in the
Club in former years but had from time to time dropped out. The annual
sub, to this Section was ultimately fixed at 5s. per annum, which included
the Gazette., It proved a most happy success and did much for the Club.
Every three years a special run for the 0ld and New Boys is arranged and
is largely attended, the ninth re-union being in 1929, when the whole party
were the guests of then President S,F.Edge, the trip heing to Weybridge
from Kingston by steamer.

This first gathering of the 0ld 'Uns on Oct. 7th, 1905, was not less
a mighty and enjoyable assemblage than any of the series. No less than 83
were at the tea, S,F.Edge in the Chair, and Captain H.H.,Hollands in the
Vice-Chair, the company including a wonderful crowd of world and British
record bhreakers. H.W.Bartleet rode down on an ordinary, as also did a
visitor from the Brixton Ramblers, Percy Nix, who dropned down Godstone
Hill legs over the handle bar, a sight that several of the younger

onlookers had never seen before, Nix was a fine sportsman and a very
good man at a "24", It was on this occasion G R SYTH
that S,F.Edge suggested the 0Old Boy's Cup and _pﬂﬂg§§&ﬁk ORIGINATOR
started the list of 0ld Boy subscribers with a “”§E>';'”%\\_ or THE_
handsome donation. The Cup is raced for ﬁ(/ .{\\§LDE”Y5Rm5-
annually and forms a happy link between the ;" '\§%§

S

"Has Beens'" and the present cracks of the Club.
Another place on the same road that became
much associated with Anerley runs was the
"Rose and Crown," Riddlesdown, then a very small
hut well kept up road-
side inn with one large
room built on. In the
early days it was a con-
venient distance to be
used as a regular meeting
place on Sunday morning
spins and thus the mem-
bers got to know the
penial host and hostess, _ Y
Mr., and Mrs. Sacker. They | |#/
were well advanced in |,
years, he rather sparse,
which was fortunate, for
she was not, and the
snace hehind the bar very
11m1ted.5




But 3t did one enod to see her heaming ruddy face, when, after skilful
manocuvrineg she had managed to turn round in the confined srace iind sccure
the desired decanter, without knocking any plasses over by collision with
her outer suburbs, and poured out the mcasire with a sort of motherly pride
and enjoyment, as 1f she was serving some long lost son rather than a mere
casunl, beprimed cyclist. Thus we prew to like the place and its people,
and when winter runs were instituted this beciame the first house used for
the purpose, in fact the Anerley took the house over every Saturday evening
for .eight winters in all, not quite consecutively. Exactly when these
Riddlesdown runs started we are not sure. The earliest definite record that
can be traced was October 13th, 1888, when E.W.Housden won a Club 10 miles
handicap.

It must read very strange to modern memhers, these runs for such short
distances, and races over mere 10 miles of roads, but the circumstances of
the machines and the highways must be kept in mind or an entirely wrong
perspective of the situation will confuse the picture. To ride home from
Riddlesdown on a dart winter's night, with ruts, mire, heaps of metal for
michines, and strips of rubher for tyres, was quite far enough for most of
us.

A few fipures will give a~n idea how intensely popular these runs were.
On Oct. 26th, 1889, +he attendance was 50. On Nov, lst, 1890, 29; Dec. 6th,
35 and on 13th 40, whilst in 1891, at a closing summer run to the "Rose and
Crown' on Oct. 31lst, no less than 85 set down to tea. Thirty-five members
congrepated at the 4aerley Vestry Hall and under the command of Canpt.F,Ww,
Baily cycled to Ridd'esdown trgether, several other memhbers joining in en
route. In those days it was the custom to ride in a mob, handle-bar very
often over-lapping hindle~bar, the small amount of other traffic allowing of
this, and to sce 40 »r 50 young fellows swinzing along in one mass on a
creat variety of machines, very seldom bringing each other over, was a pretty
sight and a testimon> to the <nntrol they had over their rather awkward
mounts. The 85 were not enti-ely Anerley men, a few visitors, such as
C.P.Sislev, then Editor of Cycling, Jackson the Catford Hon.Sec., C.W.,
Nettleton, the gentleman of the ordinary, and a Tooting B.C. man or two;
indeed it hecame a ci1stom for cyclists to drop 1in on these Anerley gather-
ings and not a few new membhers were thus gained. One great thing, there was
plenty of room, and it was wanted, for after tea the ring was cleared and
all sorts of sports and fun were indulged in, boxing, wrestling, and on this
particular occasion 1 once very useful member, A,R.Smith, m~ained the proud
title of Anerley B.C. Champion Hopper and Staircase Sprinter, a most stren-
uous competition that he happily survived. It was not all so furious,
musical talent, some of it of a really high order, then abounded in the
Club and a most enjoyable concert was given by such sweet singers as C.H.
lLetts, B.Tyrrell, and J.Purdie,

At times the Yoicks Walking Club from Croydon would join us at Riddle-
sdown and they had a melodious membership. At the closing winter run of
1896 they turned up 14 stronpg and sang merrily to our Anerley 25. The last
run to Riddlesdown that we have a record of was in the Autumn of 1897,when
60 turned up. Those were really very jolly winter days. Tn the winters of
1893-4 the runs were to "The Joliffe Arms,'" Merstham. This was not the
present building of that name but a much older one in the hollow at the
back. The first rur there was on November 4th, 1893, and 1s it is recorded
that the memhers wert by road and came home by water, the inference is
there was some rain., The second run was less trying and 27 mustered. The
"Joliffe'" did its best for us and there are no complaints, hut the large
room and the Roman rames in the Caterham Valley were missed,

At this period an exhaustless subject for conversatinn was tyres. All
sorts of weird things in tyres, striving to avoid both the vihration of the
solid and the real fear of puncture on the early pneumatics, were being
tried by members, and their good and bad fanlts were debated for hours. We
are not quite sure of it but have a strong tendency to believe that the
first cushion tyre, known as the "Kinetic" was ridden by member K.E.Edge
on our Easter tour; 1890. It is a little strange, but nevertheless a fact,
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that aone could ride on a solid far years and nat be conscious of anv dis-
comfort, hut once vou rode a pneumatic ar rushien for a few weeks, it was
absolute Aagony to go any distance on a4 solid afterwards., The writer remem-
bers such an experience with a solid tyred machine that he had regarded as
the pink of luxury; returning to it after a fortnight on air, he could not
stand it, but had to walk the whole intended way.

"The fricketers, " Addington was anather of those old inns that worlked
their wat deep into Anertey memories, beciuse they give menerous welcome
when =0 manv others were chill or pasitivelv nhusive. #rom 1389 and
onwards they served the Anerlev with excellent meals with A good howl of
punch, as the Cluoh run first discovered on March 2nd, 1989, when that
famous pusher of the three wheeler, Alf. Nixnn, stood us a bowl, a most
excellent brew. It was not an unusual thingz on snecial occasions, such as
A birthday, or Christmas for someone to call for a howl of punch teo honour
the event. e live now in less convivial davs, some will say hetter dayvs,
and it may be so, but we cannot recall Anv harm coming to any Anerley man
from a glass or twn of punch, whilst on the other hand, what friendly
feelings, what real wit has mincled with the aromatic steam of the howl,
what memories lingers yet! To aee the portly form of Captain Fred Baily
presiding, ladle in hand, over one of these concoctions, to ohserve his
henign smile as he lovin«ty filled einch glass for the company, to hear him
give the toast, '"Success to the dnerley," was worth riding many a hard
mile for, was a memory to bring some genial warmth to many a cold hour in
life.

It was another occasion at the "Cricketers,'" when there was a little
evening dinner, bhut no punch, to entertiyin a memher, that on the return
home one of our most respected and nuiet memhers for =~ome reason that was
never disclosed, formed the strong opinion that the drinking fountain
that used to stand at the junction of the Addiscomhe and Woodside Roads
was drunk. He would insist on callineg a halt and giving the founlalin a
long and elevatineg address on the evil nf its nlleged conditinon, and
anpenls for reform, After the address, of which the feuntain tnok no
notice, our membher resumed the journev and was then nerfectly normal, nor
did he, throughout, let a suspicion of a1 smile escape him,

The winter runs from 1907 to 1910 were to "Ye Olde Fox" on Coulsdon
common, a4 small house, but the parties had become smaller. Since then the
"Yarwick,'" Redhill, has heen the most ponpular resort after the summer, and
there is gond accommodation, ineluding hilliards,

Ponutar desatinations for the summer runs at the end of the nineteenth
and start of twentieth centuries, were "Glyn arms,'" Fwell; "Grapes" (no

longer there), Yeigate; '"eorme and Dragon,'" Westerham; "Wheatsheaf,"
Dorking; "Chequerrs," Mor'ey; '"George and Drapgon,' Ightham; "White Horse,"

~Porlev: and "White Hart,'" Bletchingley.
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We went twice to the "White Hart,' Reigate, on

R.H.FRY bnth occasions as rpuests of a nrincely Presi-
PRESIDENT j( dent, R,B.Fry. The first of these was on May
ANERLEY ff - \\ 28th, 1892, when the President presided over a

3 B.C. 1:?}{"»/,’ @ \ party of 70, at a dinner that vied with the
!'3‘57"902E{ @; =g feasts one reads of in the Tudor period, but
&;Uo'f_%u J very rarely enconunters in modern real life. Tt
M PRGN was splendidly cooked and served, dish follow-

ed dish, the hirds being piled vrn one on the
other on big dishes, mountains of brown tender-
ness, and as for the wine, the champagne, Rhine
wines, and claret, they simply flowed in one
perennial stream from the start to the finish.
It was A right merry occasion in a fine old
house with a bheautiful garden, where we grouped
rer a nhoto hefore dinner, It was 10p.m, when
the feast was over, and then all had to ride
home or further out for the night, and all did
it withnut mishap; wonderful chaps these Anerley
R.H.Fay men. Taken all in all, that run was unique
J& MeMORIAL TrorHy, | #mongst the many.
. % for

DNy FARTE ST TIME
'-failN FRys 1Q0D

The runs today naturally go further afield,
more mileage is covered, longer time spent on
: the road, but there is still time enough for
_:?jﬁ : those chats that all true cyclists love to have
with cyclists. The runs are what the active
memhbers want and enjoy, and they are carried out summer and winter. Of late
vears there has grown up a charming custom amongst some of the older members
of inviting the whole Club to tea on a Saturday run. Le writer first
started it by his strawberry run to "The Plough',; an old low pitched inn with
one large modern room, situated in a side road in the Dormans Land district.
It is still a most restful retired spot, and Miss Glover is a master hand at
puttineg on a tea to Pejoice'the heart of .any cyclist, such bheans of fresh
strawberries, broad (lishes of real cream in addition to all the usual so0lid
fare. 5.7 ,Fdr-e ente-tained large Anerley run parties at his home"™Gallops™,
near Ditcehline Beacon in $ussex and gave the Club a change from the road for
the last wwo vears bh- a river trip to Wevbridge, a most enjoyable and very
largely attended voy.ge.

But truth force- us to say, and in saying it we Know we shall hurt no
enes feelings, that rhe invitation run that the members most ahsolutely en-
joy is that teo the private home of the very old and mach loved member,
H.J.Ruston. There i< a homeliness about this visit that is experienced on
no other run of the »ear, the comfortable hnuse, the attention of Mrs.Ruston
and family, just as l'een on the Aneriey as the head of the household, the
lovely zarden to wander in and play gentle sports, it is all the best side of
Fnglish home life, and the Cluh is given free run to it for the afternoon.
The first of this de!ightful =eries to Woking was on June 4th, 1921, and
every year since has been a repetition of the first delizhtful experience.

No wonder the Club Run, the least exciting mart of Club life perbaps,
is yet the part that sinks deenest into our souls, so that members, such as
Macey. settled in Africa, writes for the handbook, in order in fancy he may
attend each Cluh run.

We hosve snoken ¢f comfortible resorts, hui there were other types, too
many of them, in the earlier years of the Club, In 1891 the Cluh ran to
Dorking one Saturday and put vo ar a smart looking house., The Captain in-
formed them he thougtt there wnuld bhe ahaunt 2% to tea, The exact number wasg
23, hut the landlord demanded nayment for 25. This the Club resented, paid
for 23 and went to get their michine<s nout. They found the vard =zate locked
and the kev wae refnced until they paid for two more teas. 1\ deputation
then went Lo the police station, hut the Tnspector was not interested and
said, "Tram home and summons the landlord’.
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The challenge was irnored, whereupon the constable galloned his harse
towards Crovden. At Purley we discovered bis move, for he had nulled
under a lamp the hetter to sec the lightless onne, The
main bhody rode on, leavins the wanted man hehind.
After gettirmrg wall hevond the constahle, some returned
taking n lamp off ore of the machines with them, The
man left hehind was thus fixed ur and rode heldly past
the enemy, wishing him "Good Night'. We give thesec
instances, trivial in themselves, as 1llustrations of
a temner and outlook that was continually exhibited.

un
<

Tre BesT O LAame
EVER MADE

A very KkKecn ohserver of men and things, Mister
Fdmund Dangerfisld, Proprietor »f Cyvcling, once re-
marked that it was a peculiar thing about the \‘nerley.,
thev did not seem to join as individuals hut as whole
families. Thbers was much truth in that and this
family party character douhtless agsisted towards the DesicneD 1896
succe=s of not only the runs hut alsn the Ltours. For

the Club bas never ceased to be keen on touring, nor x'SOUDFQRJE@d'
has it ever lacked those who had a real apprecination of the country in all
its varied moonds,

LUCAS ~KiNG OF THE RoAD ™

A very hardy annual in the tonr department was the Jinint run with

the
Stanley Cluh. TInstituted 1in 1885 these runs have npever lainsed, except in
the war years, and the arttendance has had on hoth sid=z, a wonderful
continuity, althourh by 1920 there was only one present, C,i.Riminton, who
had taken part in the 1835 tour. One of the bappiest of tnese Stanley runs
wAs to the "Albion Hotel," Worthinz, in 1901, when 17 »f trat Club and 23
Anerleyv men made Worthin~ hrisht and merry. The "Alhinan" w2s for lenz n
most ponnlar resort of the Club, and was Far some time the country head-
quarters, and trins therc, extensions of the Clubh run. wer2 frequent in

the summer, They used tn cellar a very fine Sparkling Moszetle, and after
the 52 miles from Anerley on n warm and dusty afterncnon and evening, a
half bottle of it, serve:d in a nice c¢lean tankard, weni cowa remarkahly
well. The "Nurfolk Arms,'" arundel, was another favourite “ar these jnint
expeditians,

Now and thken the Stainlev cum inerlev braothers ventured North together,
a verv nleasine experience heing the run to St. Neots in 721, when we
staved at the cosy "Vew Tnn", so called hechuse it is rthe nldest in the tnwn
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Tt is a ¢gnod ride to St. Neots for Southerners, and in the evening carvers
"Pubby" Briges of the Stanleyv, and "Curly" Clarke of ours, were overworked.
The ride home next dayv was sunerb, a fierce wind at the back all the wuy.,

Whilst still up North we mimht mention that our first expedition
there was during Fas.er, 1889, We had heen credibly informed by one Edge,
who had already ventured to those parts, that the land abounded in level
roads with ideal surtfaces; thaot cycling there was more a matter of sitting
on a saddle and viewing the scenery than any noticeable exercise; that hotel
keepers kent anxious watch at their doors until a party of cyclists came
Along, when they fell on their kneces and imrlored (hen (o enter, and having
7ot vyou inside they regaled ynu generously with the best of the land, slept
you 1in luxurious beds and when they tearfully parted with you next day, the
bill presented was so small that one felt a delicacy in paying it.

As reecards the fare and the hills the report was not untruthful, we
lived extraordinarily well at the "George'", Buckden, for a few shillings a
day, but all the rest was a terrible disillusion. We struggled to "Normans
Cross'", Peterboro', Kimbolton, Biggleswade, hut whatever the direction the
wind howled in our faces, the rain obscured the scene, the dull grey clouds
forbade the slightest ray of warmth, whilst the alleged perfect and level
roads seemed to bristle with roung mountains directly the old North Road was
left, and as for the surface, it was a heart breaking morass concealing
rocks. At Oundle the gale hl-w Harold Ruston's Facile over and hcnelessly
damaged it. ¥ e smiled for the first time that tour and promptly went home
by train. It was th= only entirely disastrous tour we know of in 49 vears,
and it has kent us s»uth,

The '"'Crown™ at ‘lton hecyme a favourite heiadquarters for our Easter
tours. It was in 1890 we first went there, a party of 22, There is nothing
very attractive in Alton itse!f, but it is surrounded with a variety of
quiet Hiupshire country, very nleasant and restful, whilst those with antique
and historic tastes have Winchester within reach per cycle. The Surrey
B.C. also liked the nlace and used to put up at "The Swan", They always
made us extremely welcome in “he evening and Alton would not have been quite
the same if we had not found them there.

Unfortunately a real tragedy was associated with the Alton tour. On an
Easter Monday a member, De Loecker, was coming down alone to meet the Club
and when passing the stone wall that surrounds Earl Lovelace's park at
Effingham, his machine is supposed to have broken in two as he was sprinting
down the hill, and he was thrown violently against the wall and killed. No
one saw the accident, and altinugh the Club rode over the very snot later
in the day, they were spared nowledge of the sad affair until the tour was
over. This is the only fatal accident in the records of 49 years of a very
active Club's life.

Another very delightful :eries of Faster tours is associated with "The
Mitre'", Oxford, "The Mitre'" nay now he A little abhove cycling clubs but in
18393 and the subseqrent years we went there, they were ver: glad to have us
and served us royally., For one thing we nearly filled the hotel up and the
few ordinary visitors were a hYopeless minority, but enjoye:d watching the fun
go on. Strenuonus bhoating trins were A feature, and two hoats raced so
exhaustingly that Ernest Osmcnd declared he was too baked to walk on land-
ing and was hrought fto the "Mitre'" in a hansom. It was the early days of
Dunlens and the freguent bursts were a bit of a trial., The repair of an
enrly Dunlop was a serious operation, nearly as had as meanding a humin
limb and takiae muchk longer.

We cannet state precisely when Selsey wias discovered nut there is
extant « record of n Whitsun tour thevre in 1892 written hy that prince ot
rvn and :tour chroniclers W,R.Matthews (Mat), that tells of nleasant day:s ot
the "Creo..', much bathing by day and nizht, and a moon - "stat seemed o
counten: .ce fthe Anerley tour in the plenitude U her glor:. ' We will en
deavour ~riefly to reconstruct oans of these Selseyv Whitsus iours. The
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party would vsually number ahout 20, bhut in the graun helow 1t is 22, and
under the careful charme of Cantain Hiily it would met away from Anerley
Vestry Hall abrut 4. Pushing on steadily the mixed c¢rowd of machines
would mile A halt at Terry's at Crawley, not "The Alhanv" of later years.
but an old~fashioned cottace on the onposite side of the Brighton rond,
near Crawley church, Tt was the very first cyclists' resort in Craeley,
and Terry grew up with the cvcling movement and loved it, and cvelists

learnt to love him. He hnd the tvpical NBritishers love of =spoarf, and
never o race ar record attewmpt bot Terry wis somewhere on the road, and
doing something usefnl, Teaving the menial Terry «and his inexhanstibile

anecdotes, the Ctub is off to Horsham, and then away to the "Swan" at
Pulhorouch for tea; a <hort time on the bhridpme over the Arun watching
the sleek red Sussex cattle knee deern in the rich pasture by the slow
river, that the fishes love; tea is digested and the travellers are readyvy
for the stiff{ climb up Bury, rarely ridden, and then the glorious drep
through forest-1like =cenery outside Arundel Park, down towards the Llevels
of Chichester, its spire a mark to =ticer to.

Prom there it is only 9 miles more in the dark tn Selsey, sometimes
very bad going, and beware the bridge over the canal with its dangerous
cart-wheel guides. At Selsey there used to he only the choice of "The
Crown" or the "Fisherman's Joy", both in their time have done the Club
well and at horth we have found the Selsey Bill a very moderate one; partie-
ularly in view of the huge dishes of haby lghsters that always gracend the
dinner table, and no one has learnt what a lobster con really be unless he
has had two or three bhabies of the clan at a sitting. Now, of course there
is A big hotel on the front, bhoardinz houses, bungalows salore, and we dare
sAay a cinema, hut 3N vears ago Selsey was an undiluted straggling village
inhabited by lnhster fishermen, and it may be A smugrler or twe; a place
for A real holiday.

LT A . "C'.":‘_'-s -~ T T -“1-16‘__
AT THE “CROWN’, SELSEY, WHITSUN TOUR IN EARLY NINETIES,

Back Fow reom LEFT - BRIANT ,W.ANess, E. T HouspEM, Gro. Quesineg, Tom FEAvER, GrorGE RusTaN,
Mioowe Bow - JeFFemies FC ¥oss, Feavem Tan W R . MaTTHEWS, S.T. Eogx, FIELDING.
FRoMT Row~ J.G.H.BROWNE rronT anp 5. F.ECGE pack or Ouvmpia TANOEH, C,5. DAVEN PORT,
HamoLo RusTon, F.W.BaiLy, G.H.SM(TH, A W.BROOKES, HELBuRNE. B.Epce cx MINETIC
CuUsKIonS, H. DHEARWODD O FRONT amO A K EoGE on BacK oF Qrvmma TANDEM .

On the Whit Monday the custom was to ride over to Chichester, lunch at
the "Rlack Horse", and those that cared for it attended the cvcle race meet-
ing in the Prinry Park. This was a very pleasant meetinz on a grass track,
well nrganised by the able Secretary of the Chichester C.C,, a zreat friend
- of the Anerley and ever willing helper to nur 12 hour medal hunters, Fred.
Baily of ours was judge and other memhers had duties at the meeting,which
always drew a large local crowd. By the time it was all over, a meal taken



and the long ride home accomplished, most of us felt we had had a pretty
full day.

At o conservative estimate the Club in its time must have carried out
quite 150 tours in Fneland, in addition Club -parties have toured in France
under the guidance of Mr.T,R.Marriott, a friend of the Cluh, who knew a
ereat many tinings ahout ecveling in France, also in the Black Forest,
Ardennes, Rhine districts, Pyrennes and Switzerland. 4 Club tour in France
in 1894 was engineered hv H,H.Clarke and he wrote to the British Consul at
Dieppe Aabhout eettine the hicycles throucgh. He was officinlly informed that
if the party would wear the Anerley Club badge all would be well, and no
difficulty or delay at the Customs would occur. Great was the power of the
Anerley badege then as now,

There is a memher still on the bonks who has toured in every county in
England, bar two, in Isle of Wight, Southern Treland, North Wales, Scotland.
a 360 mi les run, including a very wild bit from Inverness to Glasgow thru’
the Western Highlands. He was the first bicyclist ever to et throughthat
Western Highland bit. The same memher has cycled in Portusal, Greece,
Malta, Madeira, Fgypt, Celon,Southern India, Straits Settlements, Cape
Colony, Transvaal, Natal, South Australia, Victoria, Queensland,Tasmania,
Hong Kong and Japan. 1In some of these places he was the first cyclist
ever seen. It is very doubtful if any other Club has such a comhined tour-
ing record as the Anerley.

Still the merry game goe< on and touring is to-day as much part of the
Club's like as ever. The last one hefore publication was August, 1929, to
Theale, where a large party made headaquarters and shared in the fun of the
Bath Road "1on',

The present membhers and those whem we hope will jein us, can entertain
lively exnectations ~f many and many a jally run and tour irn company yet to
come, building up a score of memories that will amuse and cheer them when
the distant days arrive that they can ride no more; then they will be able
to repeat with deep meaning Hnorace's lines as interpreted by Dryden.

"Be fair, or foul, or rain, or shine,

The jovs I have nossessed, in spite of fate, nre mine.
Not heaven itsel? unon the past has power;

Rut what bas heen has heen, and have had my hour."

GH BIDS FAREWELL TO MiS TIGGER,

nenmuAmasem
l"‘.

I

T

WE VE YOGGED IT MANY A MILE TOGETHER,
TREASURED TIGGER MINE,

ALL SORTS OF ROADS, ALL SORTS OF WEATHER,
Fout AND FiNE ,

BuT WHETHER IN SUNSHINE OR [N RAIN,

FATE HAS DECREED — NEVER AGAIN.

5N
)

THROUGH MANY A QUIET ENGLISH LANE,
WITH mMaNY A TURN,

1 ON DUSTY HIGHWAYS WHERQE FOR MEDAL GAIN,
THE "SCORCHERS PBURMN ;

TOGETHER WE HAVE JOYED TO TRAIN,

BuT NEVER AGAMN, NEVER AGAIN.

MEMORY RECALLS RUNS 1N CLassic GrRerce,
SLIPA ON GREASE LE3S cLA3SIC,

AND FURTHER EAST THAN THE LAND OF TAE FLEECE,
ABODES OF MYSTIC MAGIC

| | O'BR THE BRIGHT PICTURE THIS AEFRALN,

L STiLL S0BS A DIRGE, NEVER AGAIN,

Bl

)

1R
=3

1] By PURPLE BunSETS oF CEYLON'S SEAS,

| 4 THE PARK-LIKE ROADS OF SINGAFORE,
THE CLEAN TRACKS OF THE JAPAMESE,

f) BoRDERING THE INLAND SHORE,
THE CROWDED PAGENT OF INO1AS "MaIn]

Ed ALL RAVE BEEN WHEELED, BUT NEVER AGaN.

FFROM A GAZETTE OF MAmcH (B4 =

"UOT 15 TNTERESTING TO NOTE THAT G H HAS
— RIDDEN IN MORE COUMTRIES THAN ANY
. CTHER MAN AS FAR AS |5 KNOWN,— ED)
/

1 (T SEEMS THAT THESE TOURS WERE
L/ A} | SCARRIED OUT ABOUT 1898 ~ 1904
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MANY OTHER LAND3 HAVE WE EXPLORED,
AND NARROW SHAVES HAVE HAD

FuLL CROWDED IS THE MEMORY STORED,
WiTH ADVENTURES HARD AND GLAD,

AND THE ‘GLAD |3 LIKE THE DEACE OF A FANE,

THE "HARD T IN THE SENTENCE — NEVER AGAN.

From a GAzZEYTTE, SEPTEMBER.I92G. G.A.




RECORDS AND RACES.

This chapter is a glorious one for the Anerley B.C. From 1883 to
191% first claim Anerlev men were either hreaking records or winning class-
ical open events with a frequency and distinction that gained for the Crub
that honourahle puhlicity and regard which still clings to it, The racing
men brought great honour to their Club, fired the rank and file with enthu-
siasm, attracted new members, trained on some of those members to he also
speedy winners, and indeed did more to make the Anerley and help it to con-
tinue to live than was fully realised at the time of their zenith, or is
perhaps quite adequately apnreciated to-day.

Since 1913 no great light has shone, the cruel war years destroyed or
marred our hest, riders after the war were notably slower, and it was not
until 1929 that real speed powers seemed at last to be returning to the
membershin.

The readin~ of many figures is apt to bore, but to those who love the
Anerley the following will be nositively refreshing.

“National Cycliiii' U'nion Championshqu.

S.F. Fdge (Tricycle)

1 mile, HAaTifaxX Erack t.ooeiuunninnniin i ininnennaenns 1388
C.G, Wrideway (Bicyele)
L0 I B A == e et 1895

S.F. Fdge (Tricrcle)

25 Mmiles, COVeNEry  tuiiiiietinnnstnneteneneeaeeeenenanennns June, 18319
S.F. Bdege (Geared Ordinary)

64 miles to 100, Herne Hill ...t iuiiil it ineeecnnenannn July, 1892
W.H.M. Burgess and F. Cole (North Road) (Tandem Safety)

30 to 50 miles inClusSive civiieiitce et 14th Oct., 1893
W.H.M. Burgess and G.E. Osmond (Tandem Safety)

2, 3and 4 miles ..t i s it e 30th Aug., 1893
W, Ellis (Tricycle)

38 to 100 miles, inClusSive wu.iiviieineenneneennnns lst Oct., 1894
W, Ellis (Tricycle)

11 to 25 miles And 1 ROUP it tininrveenanneennennas 18th Oct., 1894

J.A, Poole and A, Hoffman (Bath Rnad) (Tandem Tricycle)
36 to 210 miles and 2 hours to 12 hours inclusive.... 17th Nov., 1394
This same P'offman was later metamorphosed into
A. Codrington of the Anerlev B.C,

C.G. Wrideway and W,S., Yeoman (Silverdale)(Tandem Tricvecle)

2 e 5 T 1 T T 1 17th Nov., 189%
C.G. Wridgwayv (Tricycle)
27 to 100 miles and 2, 3 and & hours ........ e 6th July, 1993

J.B. Cooke and V.S, Veoman (Silverdale)(Tandem Safety)
19 to 2% miles, 26 to 100 miies, and 1, 2, 3 and " hrs 6th July, 1895
H.H, Clarke, P.,.1, Litchfield and #,.J, Little (Triplet)

1 to 100 miles, 1, 2, 3 and 4 hours .........c0u..n. 6th July, 1893
C.G. Wridgway (Tricycle)

3 60 50 MIlES ttvntiienerennereeenoneinsineaanesensos 31lst Aug., 1393
C.G, Wrideway (Tricycle)

O and 50 mileS  te ettt i e 7th Sept., 149=
R.A. Marples (Safety) )

1 T = 18395
C.B, Tawes (Safety)

Flying Mile oot tit ittt ittt it saeanoestosssansonnansasas 1398
G.A., Ollev (Unraced Safety)
' M and 1 mile e b et e s e e et ettt 15th Sent., 1900
G.A, Ollev (Paced Safety)

160 to 270 miles, 7 to 12 hours +.u.cvennornnnnernnnns 5th Aug., 190l



G.A. Olley (Paced Safety)

110 - 150 miles, 4, 5, and 6 hours v, hth dug., 1902
G.\. N1lev (Ricvele, Mntor Paced)

1 = 25 miles. 1 mile flvine start ... ... ... 28t h May, 1903
(G.V. Olley (Ricycle, Motor Paced)

26 = 35 miles and 1 hour v in et et e e e 6th June, 1903
G.L.. Popkins and 0,J, Hopkins (Tandem Safety)

51 to 61 miles and 2 hoUPS ittt it et enenennn. 29th dueg., 1903
G.L.Hopkins and 0.J,Hopkins {Tandem Safety)

5ito 100 miles, 2 and 3 hours ..........ivuuunn. 20th Aug., 1904
H.W, Buck (Bicycle Unpaced)

L T 1 T 1 i6th Aug., 1907
B.H.llozan (Tricycle Paced)

11 to 25 miles and 1 hour ... ...t eanenns 25th June, 1909
B.K. Hogan (Tricvele, Unpaced)

Vo W and 3 mile i e e e e ve.  2nd Aug., 1909
B.H. Hogan (Tricvcle, Paced)

0 to 100 miles, 2, 3 and 4 hours .............. 11th Sc¢cpt., 1909

These records still standing in 1930.

B.H. Hozan (Tricvcle, Unpaced ).....

L, B3 and 1 mile oottt ittt it ieeen e 18th Sept., 1909
H.,W, Bartleet and B,H, Porsan (Tandem Tricvcle, Unpaced)

Voo 3% and 1 mile ......... e r et ettt e e 29th June, 1911
B.W. Hogan (Tricvele, Unpaced)

LT 1 22nd July, 1911
B.H. Horan (Tricvcle, Paced)
' S 25th July, 1913
B.H, Homan (Tricvcle, Unpaced) _

Flyine start, ¥ mile ..o tennneeneeenenennnens 26th July, 1913

It will thus be seen that whilst we can only claim two N, C.U,
Championships there are 19 anerley men who hetween them have had 1,014
records on the N, (0, U, bnoks. The fremrency of the tricycle amongst
them is quite appropriate for the three wheeler had its votaries for
most of the years.

The rccord of the memhershin is not less strikinm when we leave
the track of the V,C.,U, for the corresponding accepted anthority of all
classic road even-s, the Road Records Association.,

50 miles, Tandem Bicycle, Solid Tyres.
J.G.H. Browne and T T

W, M., Croshie (North Road)........ 2hod42meBS. i e 1890
50 miles, Bicycle,
JoW, StocKS tviennnneen.n. RN 2h L ImaBS . i e 1895
100 miles, Bicvcle. -
S.F. Fdge ...... e e e 5h.24m.57s. ..., 1893

LON miles, Tandem Bicycle.

J.G.H, Browne and

W.M. Crashie (North Road),......, Bh.25M.B39S. e innerennnnnas 1890
W, H. M, Bur-sess an- _

F.Cole (not V.R,.C.) ..., She30Me328 .ttt it et enennns 1893
W, Steocks ond

M.A, "albein (North Rond)........ I O I 1395

100 miles, Tandem Tricvcle.

S,F. Fdee and

G.T.. Morris “Poly) ... AR5 7Me32S . ot ee e 1387
S.F. Fdge 1nd
JE T, BAates vttt Bh.30m.31S. vevenrrnnnnnns 1890

This road re~ord by two Anerlev men stood 34 years nd then
was only bheaten hy 5 minutes.
1,700 miles Bicvcele.
G.A. DLley . it it i ii et 4 days 9h.3m. ..o, . 1907




12 hanrs, T icvele.

R O 190 miles ... R R L
12 hours, Tandem Bicve le,

J.W ., Stacks anr

and M.\, Valhein (Narth Read)... ... 221 miles ...... Ceee ... A0SR
London ta Yaorl, Bicycle,

S, Pdge ..... e A e 20 T Ram, .o1Raz
Edee rode a1 menred ordinary.
Londan to Liverpool, Bicycle.

Bode BEeel tuyvevnvnnvneonnennranenees i B2R.29m. ... ... 1495
Lundon tea Edinburzh, Bicvcle.

GoA. Olley ...vvnn... e e 27h 10m. ... A, e, 1004

Tand's Fnd to John O'GGronts, Bicycle.

GuA, OJLeY wuvinennnnn s T 0 3 aavs 200, 05m. cevian.. . 1905
G.A, Qlley ..vivrvenean.. e veve.. 3 davs 5h.20m. .......... 1008
London to Bath and Back, Bicycle.

C.G., Wridesway .. ... ... cerneren.. 1Ah,22m 578 ..., veee... 1807
C.G. Wridgway .. ...c.iiuiinnnnnn.. ceeeane 12h,55milhds L., 1894

London te Brishton and Back, B.cycle.
S.F, Fdge (cushion tvre) ......... O T Y s T . 18aq
S, Fdge ...t iin e, e ve. BR.B5IM. 75, ... .. e tRa2
o O I vesvss S5PL52m.30s. ... ... eve... 18071
C.G, Wridaway .o vnen e ineennneennans veene BRL3IIMLB2S. L. e ... 1894
C.G, Wridpway .. ......un.. e e Bhoe22MaB33S, vt e ene i 1895
E.J. Steel {(unraced) ...... e e Bh.2TM.558. vernerveaana.. 1805

Tt will he ohserved that the ahove record hecame a regular
Anerley hahit,
J.ondon to Portsmouth and Back, Ricycle.
G.A, Olley .v..u..... T RN Im ABS. . 18ga
In all 25 classic road records divided amonsgst eicht Anerley men.

The ahove classic events far from
cover all the meritorious performinces
of the members mentioned and we cannot
refrain from giving other examples of
their prowess. For instance S.F.Edge
won the Catford Open Hill Climb up
Westerham in 1887, his perfect ankle
action heing ideal for this sort of
thing. Tn 18883 he won the North Road
Club's Open "100" against 45 compet-
itors, including Holhein; it was over
8 mins. hefore the second man followed
him in. He won the same race acain in
1889, 1In 1891 he dead-heated with
Walsh, a verv fine rider of the ordin-
ary, in an open 12 hours run hv the

Catford on the North Road, their fgf' ' T .
. AT L A,
distance heins 166 miles, In 1293 ‘ﬁ,% i? Vo eSS
, A SN A AR 3
Edge won the Bath Road open "100" the LSy, 93\".&.“[];#;‘% ] ”Q;Eﬁff,’f—’;‘z‘*’;ﬁi%ﬁ:‘mﬁ“ e
same occasion making world's recnrd ‘,‘5‘\';‘._%3\ ‘t'-\'?‘.’?;gg‘ﬂf éﬁk?:ﬂ!ﬁfﬂ'/&?{,‘?f}f?%fff\'
for the century, our man Wridcoway ,fg’.\"*“éf’ \'g\%\i&%%ﬁ"’ ' r’z’{"”?ﬂ"
. ) . T LR AN MR | faANAl T
being only 10 =ec. hehind for secontd ,sg‘ "%%ﬁ\@?ﬁ% 2
. . . c yay ARG WY,
place, his firs:t "100" in comnetition. ‘Q.fs'u‘-_.ﬁ ‘ﬁ,-";il‘\;’s‘;‘g,ﬁ
. . . NAYAIANAYIRI N :
Edrge was a fine road ricder, partic- ’gs:.’,};‘%‘r‘:@f"ﬂfsﬁ'
) - AR : (Yo M
ularly at 100 miles. zi'.'fig,f\ “'\.\9@%\
ZAAINZ IR Y
ARV
To turn tn OQlley, he made the ’i:ﬁg’\ -‘.’;,
- . IR Y \ brrttl
Southern unpared 100 miles rond record ["ﬁﬁ- ‘\u\ﬁg;

5hrs. "4mins. 7secs in '901, and the
. same year won the Dihhle Shield, 12
hours path, wifth 277 miles, and the S.F. Epace Cup

Carwardine Cup open path "100," run by FASTEST TIME J
IN naitmn
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the Anerlev, his time heinz 3 hra. 4A mins.

L7 1/5 secs. In 1902 he put the Southorn 12
houvr mileage up to 193 miles and again wan the
this time for 6 hours on the
rath, 151 miles 1,705 yards., The Carwardine
Cup, run in 1902 as a "100" an the path, apain
Fell to him e 3 hrs. AR mins, 31 4/5 secs.

THE APPLETREE SHIELD.
PreseNTED To THE CLUB 1N 1955 By

B.A.0cey i MeEmoRy oF HIs FaTHER . :
Dihhle Shield,
G.A.OLLEY, * ¢ e

Tn 1903 and amain in 190% he held the
Southern Roands "50" records, his [90% time,
2 hrs, 17 mins. 39 secs., standineg for eicht
years, Other little activities of Olley in
190% were Southern road record 100 miles,
5-26-18, and 12 hours, 202 miles: North Road
2% hours, 344 miles; a rare good man was Olley,

we have never had a hetter.

Fver-nopular Hogan (Beefy) was hest as a
tricyclist, although his first cycling years
were spent on a safety, WHe started work with
his tricycle in 1909 by winning the handicap

- in the Catford Open Road "50," his time
GA.OLLEY WON THE SHierp | 2-48-13 being only L sec. slower than the then
wiTH 3 wiNs ovER |2 HOURS Southern record. This race wis the first in

IN 1901, 1902,% 1904 . which the entries numbered over 100. lle won
The 1904 RioE was A Soutnern| the Anerley Club 100" in 1909 on a safety,
RoaDs RecorpD orf 202 miLtes| ©ver the S.I.R.A, course, worthy of mention
as his time, 6 hrs. 10 mins. wis 7 mins.
better than the then Southern record.He races

no more but his heart is in it as much as ever and he served on theCommit-
tees of hoth the R.R.A., and 5.R.R.A.

We cannot, whilst on the suhject of records, omit mentioning Alf.Nixon
who established the Land's End to John O'Groats' record, on a tricycle, in
1892, He took 14 davs to cover the 1,007 miles his route tnok him, on his
massive solid tyred three wheeler. It may sound slow, bhut there are few to-
dav who could ride 72 miles on 1% consecutive days, under the same condit-
ions,

There was no R,R,A, then, but Nixon became the first Tan. Secretary of
tbat honourahle body. Nixon did other things on his tricycle in the dim
early davs, hut his performance that made the greatest impression on the
merbershin was his winning, on a safety, the finest prizc¢ ever put up in a
Club event, a so0lid silver tea service, given by R.H. Fry for a 20 miles
road handican.

To resume our comments on our men in the record list=, C.G, Wridgway
joined the Club in 1893 and was a very prominent member until business
calls took him first to America and later France, where he died suddenly in
1924, only 51. He wis a very hapoy speed rider, full of jrkes, enjoying
those at his own expornse Aas much as any other, it was impnssinle to be =sad
or dull when he was of the party and he had behind it all n very practical
vein of kindness, he never missed a chance of helping a fricnd,narticularly
an Anerley friend. 7, Ernest 0Osmond was aquite good on a bicycle, but he
never reached the beights of his wonderful handicap ridine hrother, Fred.J.
He too (Frnest} was 1 humorist with a sardonic touch forei«n to Wridgway,
Both B urgess and C,P., Lawes hecame Club Presidents and arr referred to
hereafter. h.H, Clarke hns done far more for tracks than bhe his ever done
on them, he belongs more fo the hard Club workers than the speed division.
A man of few words but many actions, a very wise counsellor in Club
affairs he h=< never ceascd to help in every type nf activity for over 40
years, Percy Litchfield, one of the oldest cyclists in Encland, hoth as
regcards the length of his cycling career and his ace., He jnined us 1in 1891
and had already bheen a cyvolist For 16 yenrs and was therefore riding six
years before the Cluh existed. Me raced with the great Cortis, the first
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man ka do 20 miles in the banr. Tt was hisg hobhy tn ride to Rrichton
every Saturday and hack every Sunday all the yenr round,

He was mainly responasihle for a ftracie at Putrey that experienced viri-
otis Jittle trouhles. 's Lo H.D, Buck we feel there isx more to he <uid
1hant his speed worle than we have notes of, nand he has not assisted u=s in
the matter, hut we bhuve @ record of his winning Gveling's gold hewl in1930%]
when he won the quarter mile scratch at the Stadium for the third time. He
was undouhtedly one of the sneediest shoart distance path men we ever had.

J.47.10, Rrawne, known as '"fee Gee™ becahuse he once raced 1 trotting
horse by riding under the animal’s helly when it reared, wis A road rider
who <ot what triumpbs he might hy dint of a most determined character,
rather than natural speed qralities. Fle was a good Clonb man and also a
man of marked individuality, with original outlook and habits. One of the
latter took the rather dangerous form of always lightineg up a clzar as soon
as he got into hed., J.W. Stocks was ochbviously 2 geood strong pusher in 1897
for Holbein to select him as a partoer for L0O miles, The hrothers Wotton
were amongst our best men on the road in the days of the ordinary; H,A.
Wotton secured in 1890 the 12 hours record for South Roads, In March 1892,
K.¥, Fdge, our one time Hnn.Secretary, hrotight the 50 wmiles road record of
Tasmania down to 3 bhrs., 15 mins., racing away in the last 10 miles from
his pacemakers, an act his hrother, S.F., would never have heen guilty of.

Tn the autumn cf 1848 W, Baker did a remarkahle ride for the times,
covering 298 miles of ou~ usuil Southbern rnads and hills in 2/t hours, the
first safety 2% houres thit we ran trare on those higbweoys. The good
little bunch of Anerley <portsmen who paced him were K H, Clarke, Gladding
Bros,, Mitson, Riminton and Williams, the only other helpers heing two
heroes of the Surrey B.,C., Kirkham hrothers, who came aAll the way from
Manchester to Ao it.

It is interestine tn compare with the ahove D.F.Kirhv's 24 hours
ride naver much the same rpads in the Catford "2A4" of 1926, Kirby, in
spite of a hearn of troubl!e when the hottom bracket spindle of his bhicycle
hroke, ccvered 358 miles, a verv fine ride indeed, thus beating, 11fter 27
vears, Baler's total hy 50 miles,

Another very fine rnad rider is R.BEdear, who joined in 1326, since
when he has ahsorhed & very laree proportinn nf the many nrizes availahle.
He won the Cup put un hy S.¥, Edge for the Brichton and hack trip in 1927,
doing 5hrs. 44mins. lfhsers., and in 1928 with Shrs, Simins. 35secs., and
vet again in 1929 with 5Shrs. 33mins. Zlsecs.,

The first open road event the Anerley ever ran wis 100 miles in 1839.
It was engineered by K,¥. Bdge and a world of trouble it gave him. It was,
we helieve, the first open road race for hicycles ever run South of the
Thames. TIncidentally, the course had to he disconvered and meAasured. Tt
was from Farlswood Commen to Povey Cross, Woodhatch, Crawley, Horsham,
Dorking and Hersham again, Broadwater and hack to Earlswood, auite an
energetic cour=e, C.4, Smith, Bath Reoad, won, heing timed by 4.J.Wilson,
7 hrs. 37mins. lOsecs. Teddy Hale i good second, having lost on the
final sprint. The next time it was Aattempted to run this race it was pro-
claimed hy the N, C.U, herause the date was announced in Bicycling News,
without the Cluhfs authority., Tt was never run again.

The Anerlry open irvitation 12 hours has, on the contrary, had a
verv hapny history, far too long of course properiy tc deal with here,
but the cyclins papers bave done it Tull justice.

This 12 hnurs, that has now become A classic; was first organised
for the Cluh in 1611 by #.S. Burgess (Sardine), and a huge job it was,
The ranning of this race alwavs entiils a lot of work and some anxiety
to the nohle =nul who undertnkes to manage it, but whatever his exper-
iences they dr not quite touch those of the man who h>d to organise
everv detail of the first of the series,
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It must he sard that the event got aff to 3 mpod start hy #.H. Gruhb
setting up A new Southern Roads rocord far |2 honrs angd helow is a4 tist of
the winners and distances up tn the time these nntes were written.

1911 ... ... .. B H, Grabh o L L, 220 miles
1952 L. ... NG, Coak ..o .., Ceieen 200% miles F.S. Buraess.
- ; ] ORGANIZER OF
181% ... ... .. W A, Gearme . .......... . 216 miles w
{Interval here for the ward}, FirsT Aneaiey 12 i3l
1919 ........ C.F. lavey ... oo .o 200 miles
1920 ... ... M.GL Setbach oLl L. 208% miles=
192 ... ... .. M.G. Sclbach .......... o 21 mides
1922 ....... . M., Selhach ............ 217 mites |
192% ..., .. J.E, Holdsworth ....... Lo 200 miles |
1924 ... .. LW, Senthall ........... 2174 wmiles
1925 ..., .. . Fowler . .............. 2128 miles
1826 .. ...... C. Marshall ....... eae oo 22 miles
MGHER 58 . ... .. C., Marshall ..... e e 297 miles
1928 ,....... C. Marshall ............. 207% miles
1929 . ....... C. Marshall .......... oo 2241 miles
The rarce has hecorme an annual heann for the
Vegetarian . 0,., they provided the winner in 1911,
109 and 1926 - 1820 «ix times out of 14, and
have a tnn score, 227% mijes. In 1926 the \nerley
wan the feam rice run in conne - fion with this From A GazeTTE
Wi2M, their men scoring 4.0, Webb, 204 oF 1938
W.R_T, Foward, 201%; and W_R.R_ Maon, L19G%. (Lino-CuT BY H.N.Perrv).

In the aite ea-1lv davs of the Cinb, we ran for some few years 1 joint
track meeting with tie fast Dulwich C.C., A nice set of fellows with n real
live wite aof an Hon.,%Yeeretary., The first meetines were nn zrass hut in
June 13th. 1801 the mentine wiz he'd ~n the aew Hepnr Hill 'rack and was A
great auerese. The “irst meetine included 2 2 mile bhandirsr won by G.F,
Osmond From seratch., We mention this heciuse we helieve thar Osmond was
thus the Tirst man t- win 1 race on this track. The Anerlev won the team
race apainst aur friconds of Lhe E, Dulwich: thev neariy alwsys did.  0On June
tith, 1892 the very famons dmerican racing man, A.\, Zimmerwan, won from
scratch the 2 miles open bandicap at anr dnint meeting at Perne Hill.

We think we are in order in menticning here that BM, Fllia nan Sent.,
2lst, 18922, put up a British Amateonr Record at Herne Hill vnder U.0.7. reg-
vlations, riding, behind motor pacine, in an hour the remiriabhie distance
of %6 miles 683 vards, Whv we put it this way ie hecause Filis left the
Anerley for another Mlubh, but we beilicve he was still on the roll when he
did this ride.

Althonegb the C€!.h ha<« bad some notahle nerfaormers on *re track, and as
will he secen later, was for some years most praminently aseocinted with the
hest track of its da;, its heart has alwavs mainly heen in road events.hboth
it=s own And oThers, Tt therefare naturally fFfallaws it kas heen 1avolved in
thnse bhurninge nroblems that fram time to time have stirred ‘he road racing
world into activity and even acrimony. 1is lnag ago as 1BU{ the auestion
of givine mednils for 12 honr rides acecomplished an a Sundny was hotly de-
bated, whilst no one was =0 holdly onutrageous At that time to even hint ag
A club rare onr that day., TFor long the opponents carried the dav, and jt
was not until 1924 that the chanme was made. the Anerley, for once, heing
about the last Cilub to fall intn line, insteard of showing others the way.
The alteration in public opinion and the growing road coneestion, both in-
fluenced the Committee. In 1992 it was even advocated to droep road racing
altogether: for one thing police nerseccution was miking thinms difficnlt,
T.ike wise men, it corppromise was arrived at, fhe short distance events heine
taken to the path, never to return to the reoad. whilst the longer distances
remained an the highway. A trouble in Seuthern road events that ahout this
time hecame acute was the practice of using what was known as the Frying Pan
course at Woodhatch by several clubs on the same day, Finishing on many
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occasions At the sime time, same spat, hnt in apposite directions., The
chaos that ensued may be faintly imigined., Yet there wis no existing
machineryv to stop it.

A little zroup, consisting of Jimmy Blair of the Catford, G.H, Smith
of the Anerley, White of the Tooting B.C., and Xeen of the Red Hill
Wanderers, got together and formed, or caused to he formed, the Southern
Road R:ding Assoctiation. Thev were snon reinforced hy Fred Haily, who
came on as delegate from the Chichester O,C., and other good men who had
the true interest of the sport at heart.

With the loval help of all the Cluhs, the overcrowding of courses
soon ceased, fresh courses discovered and measured, the nse of them arran-
ged for in advance, records were properly timed and checked, and in fact
the orderly arrangement of all road events down South hecame, and has re-
mained, as satisfactory as in the North., The first race the Anerley ever
ran over a S,R,R.A, course was a "25" on June 3rd, 1893; they still race
over these courses althoitech the riders are probably nuite unaware of it.
The S.R.R,4. in course of time ceased, but the present S,R.R.A, to which
the Cluh is affiliated, rose from its ashes,

LAter, another trouhle hothered the road racer, the clashing of dates
of important onen road events. Again the dnerley was in the van in
straightening out the situation, this time due to a bhriin wave of a hrainy
member, H,W, Bartleet (Sammy}. Acting on his suggestion and under his
active guidance, the Anerley called a meeting of Cluhs, promoting open
road events, at the Olympia Cycle Show of 1919, A scheme to avoid these
regrettable clashes was evonlved and has functioned smoothly ever since.

The very first 12 hours race on the track that was ever run anywvhere
was an Anerley Club event, thought of and worked up by W, H, Clarke, who
had the hard luck to be kept away from starting the event by the call aof
husiness. Tt was run on the old original Crystal Palice track that few

of the present memhers (1929) can have ever seen. Tt was a small track,
no bankine and cinder snrfaced. Tater, a much larger and more np to date
track was made at the Palace; mare of this hereafter. LEight started and

all abtained medals, five gnld and tkhree =silver, so the Club was not mak-
ing monev, as well as history, that day. W.H. M, Burgsess wan with a score
of 192 miles 1,500 yards, W Kemp A pgood second A mile hehind; he went to
pieces in the last 20 mins, Pacemakers were allowed and one of them,
(ieo. lacey Hillier, was so favourably impressed with this 12 hour venture
that he caused the open aAnchor Shield race to he contested in this way at
Herne Hill the following October, and it wias won hy an Anerley man,
Wridgway.

Whilst ours was the first 12 hours track race the first man known to
attempt 12 hours on the track was "Sammy'" Bartleet, who took hiserdinary
on the long lone trail over the same track, 1in 1889 when he did 1%5 miles
unpaced, retiring at 10 bours 20 minutes.

Tt is of course impossible to more than hint at the Club's road races
in this little volume, but for the most part their thrills, where they
live at all cwn only be in the memories of those that took part in them,
Thev had their importance to the Cluh, were the tilk and interest of their
day, as are the keenly contested races now, when better times are done not
only hy the winners hut hy the whole field. S§Still, there was a Club '"50"
run on June 91h, 1834, over a measured S.R.R.A. course and timed by
official time-keepers, that might he cited as a good sample of Club road
events. Seventeen started, C.G. Wridegway on scratch, PRurgess, 41.%, Horton
and Gomme on % mins. mark, limit having 32 mins.

Pacing, as always then, wis allowed and consisted chiefly of tandems.
At half distance mark the whole of the scratech and 3 mins. batch came up
in A mob in 1 hr. 10 mins., the pacing tandems hanging on desperately
instead of heing in front. It was a grand finish between Wridgway and
Horton, a long sprint on a clear straight road onlv ending at the post,
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by Wridgway Jjust crossing first. Burgess was third. Wridgway not only
won but broke two records, the world's out and home "50" by 1 min. 58 sec.,

and the Southern Roads by 9 mins. 36 secs., the latter having previously
been held by Horton. A.W. Dunn who started with 25 mins., was sixth in
3 hrs. 11 mins. We mention Dunn because 35 years afterwards he is still

one of the most consistent supporters of Club runs that we have.

The S,R.R.A. had a trophy presented by the President of the Associa-
tion, Mr.Roberts, a weekly illustrated paper proprietor. It was called
the Roberts Shield for a 50 miles race on the road and Championship of the
South, Its first winner was Platt Betts, his name first coming into prom-
inence on that occasion. In 1894 and 1895 it went to the Anerley per
Wridegway, and in 18396 it was taken on to the Palace track but could not
escape Anerley clutches, Ellis winning in 1 hr, 51 mins. 15 secs. Our old
friends of the Fast Dulwich sent a competitor, J.B. Cooke, who probably
became superstitious afterwards; his number was 13, the winner passed him
in the 13th lap, he fell in the 13th lap short of 100, at 13 minutes short
of the hour.

In 1895 one of the outstanding events of the Club's history happened,
the gigantic silver Carwardine Cup valued 300 guineas, was presented by
Mr. Vice-President Carwardine. The first contest for it was an open 2% hrs.
on Putney track on June 2lst and 22nd, 1895. It was a great success for
the Club, a good gate was frantically enthusiastic and after a splendid
determined race C.C. Fontaine won the right to have his name first on the
trophy. Next year, 1896, the race was transformed into a century and run
off at Herne Hill on July 4th, Frost, a Bath Roader, winning. He ulti-
mately won for the third time in 1900, and took final possession of the
mountain of silver. His time for the 100 on the last occasion was 3 hrs.,
46 mins. 56% secs. timed by the official N,C.U. time-keeper and our member,
Pem Coleman, Olley of ours being second, 2 mins. behind. He had a nasty
fall in the race. '

To replace the lost cup Mr. Carwardine gave a smaller but gold one and
in the first and second race for this in 1901 - 1902 our G.A. Olley proved
the winner, and in 1902 we also provided the second man, F.A. Daymond, who
had been third the year before.

The 1902 win was on Whit Monday, and '"Dagonet'" in The Referee, said,
"of course he won, was it not Bank-Olley-Day?" In 1896 Fred. Baily, was
appointed Superintendent of the new track at the Crystal Palace, then just
opened. This was our introduction to some years of prominence in track
racing matters.

The following year, 1897, we became the Ground Club of the Crystal
Palace track, with W. Mitson, Racing Hon. Secretary. Our first open meet-
ing was in June, same year, when a tandem race was run for the first time,
one of ours, A, Farrell, sharing the third prize in the final with Le Grys
of the De Laune C.C. The best thrill was the 10 miles scratch, a finely
ridden race won by Burnand of the Catford. All the officials, except the
umpires, and the judge Dr. Turner, were A.B.C. men, and there was a fine

gate. R

Under the intensive push of Mitson, the Anerley kept the C.P. track
lively for the next 10 years. There was Club racing every Thursday even-
ing in the season and frequent open meetings. 1In 1899 the Palace Board of

Directors presented the Club with the Dibble Shield. This had previously
been known as the Anchor Shield, the Dibble family of course for very many

years presided over the "Anchor” at Ripley. The race, an open 12 hours,
was run on the 9th September, 1899, and was a great success from a sport-
ing point of view, but the gate was rather poor. It was won by E.S. Mont-

gomery of the North Surrey with 267 miles. Only one Anerley man ran,

J.H. Gladding, who was fifth with 241 miles. A little incident in the
race was the chalking on the board the result of the Dreyfus case in
France. This well-known case aroused intense interest and feeling both in
France and Fngland. When the result was seen to be against Dreyfus the
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crowds gave a tremendous groan which the self-conscious competitors
thought was meant for them, and all put in a frantic effort.

Mitson was married in 190l and members preseanted him with a piano as
a mark of appreciation of his wonderful work as Racing Hon. Secretary.

In June, 1906, in conjunction with Cycling, a very big meeting was
held at the Crystal Palace, the gate being estimated at 30,000, This was
followed by a grand concert in the Palace, the whole orchestra, the main
floor and the galleries being crowded. All who heard this vast assembly
sing "land of Hope and Glory", not so hackneyed then, are bhardly likely
te forget it. Much, much meore, might be written about the Club's close
association with the cycle racing of its age, both path and road, but
perhaps enough has been said to bring home to those who did not know,
and to remind those that did, that the Anerley has done its bit in the
past as it does now.
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THE WAR YEARS, i9i4 —1918.

inal preparations were being made for the usual Anerley 12 hours
invitation Open, when the war started. From that moment all the normal
routine of the Club's life ceased, certainly until 1919, and indeed, even
today, 11 years after, one cannot say that as yet quite everything is as
once it was.

But the Club never ceased to function, runs were carried out, fort-
nightly where they could not be weekly, and to take the place of the
Gazette news letters were sent out by the President to every member serving
who could be reached. These letters were much enjoyed, there are recip-
ients who still refer to them, to them they were little rays of sunlight on
a dark landscape. Our men, as they joined up, were distributed over half
the globe. One of the first to go was C.G. Blake, 25th County of London,
to India; Long Maton to East Africa; E.A. Spring, then Hon. Sec., to France.
W.P. Harmsworth, detained in this country for scientific work of national
importance, took on the Secretarial duties, and eventually almost all the
other official appointments as well., M.W, Calder was Captain when the war
started and for some time turned out on every run. Sent with his regiment
to France in 1916, he wrote from the front to suggest his resignation as
Captain, but the Club would not hear of it and S.K. Aldous acted as his
deputy until he also was called away to the R.N.V.R.

Regrettably M.W, Calder was killed in action at Bullecourt and G.H.
Smith wrote, when announcing the Club's

great loss, '"The Anerley have been happy T

in their Captains, but to put it temper- P e

ately and simply no previous holder of ﬁ”"“ y M.W.Cacoer
the office has been more enthusiastic g CARTAIN
and efficient, more of a sportsman and a Aﬁgg&ﬁgﬁﬁn

gentleman, nor more esteemed and loved
by every member fortunate to meet him,
than M.W. Calder, who died on May 3rd,
1917, a soldier in the Honourable
Artillery Company, one of the best
Captains we can ever hope to have."

Mr. Calder, Senior, who also lost
another son in action, presented to the
Club the Calder Shield in memory of our
Captain., It is and will remain one of
our most precious treasures. ) ‘3

Other members we lost in action ‘ﬁjjﬁ%§m \m
were C,A. Say, W.N. Belham and oA
Polehampton, whilst one of our then ! sl 5*“
most speedy men, H.E, Brookes, died as 2 o ”]H
result of exposure in 1918, and Dick L AL
Horton after the war., Several were
wounded, "Beefy,'" taking over a year to Tre CALDER
recover, Possibly others were killed, SHIELD,
but in the confusion of the times news
came on halting wing.

Hall was a Lt. Colonel, "Sandow'" Norman an officer in Salonica,'Beefy"
a Lieutenant, "Bloss'" Bailey an instructor in Canada, Wells the R.F.A.,
Jack Harmsworth a flying man, Andrews in the Oxford Hussars, whilst Hale
became a war prisoner. How many of the Club did their bit we do not know,
but these figures are definite; at the Old Boy's Run to Redhill in Sept.,
1917, letters and messages were read out from no less than 37 members then
serving in the Army or Navy. One good thing emerged from these sad war
years, the starting of the Junior Section.
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FESTIVITIES AND CUSTOMS.

The annual Club dinner his always been a festivity and has aow become
A cnstom. The earlier dinners were at the Bridge jlouse Hotel, Southwark
end of T.ondon Rridge. It really was an hotel in these days, a very solid,
dull, early Victorian specimen of a London hotel, and even Mark Tapley
would have allowed some credit in being jolly in spite of such a mausoi-
eun-like setting. We only went there because it suited our President, Mr,
R.H. Fry; he did so much for us we conld not do less for him. With Fry in
the Chair the dinner would have gone with a swing anywhere, he really
enjoyed being with us and we to have him; he not only made a perfect Chair-
min and ruler of the feast, but he invariably paid for all the wines,
clgars, waiters' tips, most of the valuable prizes distributed, and wound
up by asking to be allowed to give no less good prizes for the following
season. We had this wonderful experience for 15 years. In 1892 we moved
to Anderton's Fleet Street, even Mr. Fry having begun to feel chill nearer
the river. 1In 1893 we happily discovered the Holborn Restaurant and that
famous establishment gave us a warm welcome for several following years,
but later we have imbued the spirit of the times and become more restless,
changing the scene of the festivity but retaining its essentials. In 1929
the dinner was as successful as ever, this time at Frascati's.

That well known writer on cycling subjects, the late H.J. Swindley,
wrote thus in The Cyclist of 17th January, 1894, anent the Anerley dinner
he had just attended. "What is it that constitutes the esprit de Corps in
a cycling club? Is it the possession of a generous and sporting President
in addition to the sportsmanlike feeling of the majority of the members
sown and fostered by the knowledge that at their supreme head there is a
more than ornamental official always ready to be interested in all the Club
undertakes? Is that the secret of the fellowly accord of the Anerley B.C.,
so charmingly and so graciously evinced at their annual dinner? ¥hatever
the cause there was a thoroughness, a go, and a swing about this partic-
ular festivity which we often find lacking in older or more prominent
associations.'" Very nice of Swindley, all the more so as it was and is
perfectly true.

It will be news to some and a start-
ling reminder to others, that in 1899 the
dinner was held at the Crystal Palace,
when Fry held his gentle sway over the
100 present. It was long a custom at
these functions to make a collection for
the Sandwichmen's Christmas Feed, that
was annually organised by our Vice-
President F.P. Low, to give a good meal
and wonderful entertainment once a year
to a deplorable body of men who once
roamed the gutters of London streets
for a pittance; a cruel spectacle
happily no longer seen, at least not in
its old abject tragedy.

Other forms our festivities have
taken are dances that for a time were
very popular, but the rather unsociable p
character modern dances and dancers have assumed would probably make it
difficult to recapture the family party warmth and go of the Club dances of
the nineties, such as the one at the Clarence Hall, Anerley, on 26th Jan.,
1893, when 87 members and their lady friends tripped the night hours away
with Capt. Fred Baily as M.C.., marching up and down the middle, beaming
good nature that infected the whole bright throng.

. ERaa
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RBilliards and card competitions have from time to time bLeen indulged
in with other cluhs, generally to the discomfort of the home team. The
Brixton Ramblers have been particularly friendly in connection with these
gentle ~ports and we bhave frequently had the good fortune to be their guests
at their club rooms.

Concerts, Lantern Shows, Home Trainer Competitions, these were held
mostly in our own Club rooms and of these we will now write. The first
Club House belongs to the very early days. It was an unsuitable and uncom-
fortabhle building at the back of the "Robin Hood", Anerley. It really had
only one good feature, an ex-coach-house that gave room for hoxing. A few
of the members, led on as usual by S.F. Edge, subscribed to pay the fee of
a professional boxing instructor. He was a very active man with both his
fists and his feet. The writer recalls that it was suggested he should
subscribe, and as an inducement to that end was given a free trial round.
The Professor promised not to " 'it the gent ‘ard," and thus encouraged, a
start was made. It was a short round, for what the Professor described as
"a little tap on the boko'" had such an effect that we concluded if we got
all that for nothing it would be sheer folly and extravagance to pay to
have any more.

From these sanguinary scenes we moved to a smaller but more comfort-
able building in Ridsdale Road, Anerley, since pulled down to make room
for houses. We were there for seceral years and it was the scene of many
a very jolly evening. The place was burgled three times, one occasion
two men were caught and convicted. It was at this Club House that in 1891
two memhers volunteered to give a demonstration of the simplicity of repair
of the original stuck on Dunlop, then just coming into fashion in the Club.
They gallantly struggled with the ghastly thing for thrce hours, then
packed it up in brown paper to take to the makers next day.

We had a Home Trainer at this place. Some of our later members may
not know what a home trainer is, or was. Briefly it is a bicycle saddle
mounted over a fly wheel, to which cranks and pedals are attached. Seated
in the saddle and grasping the fixed handle-bar, the competitor goes all
out, a dial registering the imaginary mileage he has covered in a given
time, It is an extremely exhausting form of exercise, none the less so in
a hot and smoke filled room. One has had to have been in a race on this
instrument of torture to fully appreciate the enormity of "Sammy"
Bartleet's suggestion that 12 hours and six days competitions should be
held upon it. The debates, the arguments in Ridsdale Road were great; we
should have become a tribe of orators. As someone wrote at the time, "Is
it eloquence you want me darlint, then just drop into the Club House when
S.F. Edge is holding forth on the geared ordinary. It is not so much what
he says as the lively way he says it. One staggers home after some three
hours of his overpowering vehemence, his cutting sarcasm, his ever ready-
answers to every possible argument or criticism, with a rather mixed
notion perhaps of what he has exactly been saying, but a firm conviction
that if you want a machine to go like the wind without any effort on your
part, to ride up sides of houses or down chalk pits without danger, you
must buy a geared ordinary."

Our good old consistent member Bartrop gave several entertaining
lantern shows at this Club House.

Our next and last move was in 1899 to the Crystal Palace; where we had
a very fine room behind the "Kings and Queens." We had Hot-Pot Club
suppers there on occasions, concerts, whist drives and a billiard table. It
was by far and away the hest premises, but we are not sure it was quite as
popular as the crowded little place in Ridsdale Road. Then came the
difficult days of the old Palace, and in 1910 our Club House ended.

We believe the Anerley, leader in so many things, was the first Club
to have a gazette or magazine of its own. It began in 1888 with a public-
ation laboriously produced by copyograph by the Editor, T.D. McMeakin. He
even drew the illustrations and drew them remarkably well.
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T.e first issue printed came out in 1890 with G.H. Smith as Editor and it
continued in his charge until 1894. This printed series had a very fine
heading drawn specially by George Moore, the finest artist of anywhere
and any time so far as correct and convincing drawings of cycles and
cyclists goes. It depicts the finish of a safety race with 4.,J., Wilson
as judge, an Olympia tandem tricycle with Mrs, Geo. Moore on the front
saddle, and a man on a single tricycle, commonly supposed to bhe S.F, Edge.
The Club motto is introduced and the badge of that period, a shield.

This was used on every issue from 1890 until the present smaller
page was introduced in 1924. C.K. Clarke was Editor in 1895; C.G.
Wridgway, 1896; a,w. Dunn, 1897 - 1908; H.M., Ellis, 1909 - 10; S8.G.
Sherwood, 1911 -~ 1913; C.E. Bailey, 1914 - 15, then a blank for the war,
resumed in 1920 - 1923 by B.H. Hogan, and 1924 - 1929 by E.A. Spring. It
is a fine record of continuous effort, and particularly worthy of comment
is the performance of A.W. Dunn who was Editor for over 12 years, as
steady a sticker in the Editorial chair as he has been for years and years
on the road. Believe us this getting out of the Gazette month after month
to time is no small tax on busy members, a fact that is not always fully
grasped by those who read and enjoy it. The getting of copy is at times
more troublesome than it should be, and more than one Editor has often
thought the thought that one has put in type, after reading Tom Hood
probably, "Alas that wmonths should come so fast and copy come s0 slow,"
But if copy came sléw it was very excellent when it arrived. There has
been real good stuff in our Gazettes quite apart from the Club interest,
and nowhere have we come across a writer who could treat a plain club run
s0 artistically, so delicately in humour, so picturesque in description,
as our own W.R, Matthews.

Some passing notes to close this chapter. The standard dress for
memhers, grey cloth suit and black stockings, was abolished in 1891,
Since then various original costume schemes have appeared on Club runs.
It may come as a shock to present memhers to learn that the Club ever had
ladies on the membership roll, but they did. In 1898 Mrs. E. Boxer of
Hookwood was elected; her son, A.E. Boxer, was our Social Hon. Secretary,
at the time. The only other lapse that we are aware of is the case of
Mrs. Moore, wife of a quiet tricycling member. We never saw Mrs. Moore
cycle; but Mrs. Boxer could hold her own on the road.

We wonder what is the total amount of money the membership of the
Club has spent in all on cycles. It must be a huge sum, one dares not
put the guess on paper. 1In 1893 the Club was particularly well mounted
and a rough summary was made of the cost of the new machines brought on
the road by the members in the spring, it ran into over £1,000. Of
course machines cost more then, we have known as much as £18 being given
for a first class second hand safety:; and this at a time when a mechanic
earned about 25/- a week,

G.H. Smith closed his book '"Some notes about the Anerley B.C."
with the following words -Here endeth our chronicle and comments; some
other hand must later tell the tale of the next 50 years of Anerley B.C.
doings. They may be more remarkable, more illumed with honours, more
sensational, but imagination fails to picture another 50 years of more
happy comradeship, more fun, more health, better and truer friends.
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THE ROARING TWENTIES.

The writer of this section was introduced to the Club early in 1922 by
Reg. Hawker, 2 fellow apprentice in the drawing office of an engineering
firm on the outskirts of Croydon., Everybody rode bicycles to and from work,
the managing director, the typist, the men on the shop floor, and it was
quite a sight to see Reg., complete with bowler hat, riding his drop frame
racing iron turn a perfect semi-circle in fromt of the offices and finish up
in his slot in the cycle shed.

It seems strange that history has labelled the 203 as "roaring" as the
decade for a young man was somewhat ausiere. Management generally had pre-
1914 ideas of what a teenager =hould be paid, trade was bad and jobs fer
young people hard te find, One still cannot understand how we managed to
save up enough money to buy a racing bicycle. A "Davey™ built by A.H.Allin
with fixed wheel and open sided tyres cost £15. No doubt the young man of
today will consider this very cheap as he has to pay £145 for a company
built machine with ten speeds. The difference is that we were paid about
twelve shillings a week with a magnificent ten shillings bonus at Christmas.

Our programme during the year was divided into two. The winter even-
ings were spent at the polytechnic and our relaxation was tea ocut with the
Club on Saturday afterngsons. At Easter when the exams were over the racing
bike was polished up and we went on training spins to Polhill on several eve-
nings a week, with Club runs on Saturday. These of us who went on the winter
runs to "The Warwick" have never forgotten them, with tea before a blazing
fire and games of billiards and snoocker afterwards.
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On page 4 "G.H." writes of the sense
of adventure when cycling in his day and to
some extent we had the same experience. Due to the
war a number of us had not played any sports at school
and had led somewhat restricted lives, so it was great
fun to leave the office at 12 noon, have lunch, meet up
with a few other juniors and ride the long way round to
Redhill. The Middletons who then kept the '"Warwick"
welcomed us as part of the family and when the older mem-
bers arrived we used to sit down to tea (two eggs if we
were in funds) served so pleasantly by Louie.

Round the table would be Dudley Kirby on the left,
and, travelling clockwise, Reg. Hawker, a very jolly com-
panion. Next le Fort, a great worker for the Club, and
Half-Moon (as he was then known to distinguish him from
Walter Moon, who joined in 1889). Then we have Captain
Long Maton with his dead-pan expression pouring tea, with
Rowe and Sid.Castell sitting opposite Dudley. Following
w " on round the table is O,W. Wells who, with Long, kept the

THe CHAMP. party in fits of laughter with their wise-cracks and leg
pulling. Many a time Moon was caught with a crust going down and laughter
coming up. The last two in the party are dear old "Curly" (H.H. Clarke)
and Bob Gibbs, a great character. Looking back over the years it was the
friendliness of the older members that made those days so memorable - we
juniors were treated as equals, as fellow members of the Anerley Bicycle
Club, After tea the party would repair to the upstairs billiard room
which we would occupy for the evening, our only visitors being the Sal-
vation Army lassies selling the War Cry. Long would provide himself with
a well filled tankard and with the other critics take his seat on the dais
which ran the length of the room. The games of billiards or snooker varied
in quality, classic if played by Dudley and Castell, fast and furious if
Half Moon took the floor. The critics voiced their opinions in no uncertain
terms and the rest of the spectators, seated round the bay window,
encouraged the performers with light banter.
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Com~ ten o'clock the younger members collected their bikes from the
stable in the yard, lit their oil lamps (see page 9) and in orderly fashion
rode to Gatton Point. From then on it was a case of the devil take the
hindmost, with Reg. Hawker (whose 'bobby dodger" was always well sooted up)
leading the string. At Croydon we said our good-byes.

Another outstanding memory of my first year with the Club was the
Opening Summer Run at "The Warwick™ in April 1922, The day was cold, snow
threatened to fall, but some 30 members and a few friends turned out for
tea and a Club concert under the direction of Walter Harmsworth, Tea over,
the company formed a sort of semi-citrcle round the fire and King, a friend
of Bob Gibbs, opened the proceedings with a piano solo. Another friend of
Bob's gave several chorus songs which got the party going with a swing.
Walter Harmsworth and Mountain sang popular ballads and Beefy Hogan gave
one or two of his hilarious Irish numbers. Bob Gibbs was prevailed upon to
sing A Friar in Orders Grey" and even G,H. did a turn singing "A Hunting
We Will Go". Drinks were served at Half-time - ginger beer for the juniors
(we were supposed to be in training) and something a little stronger for
the older members. 1t was something quite different to be sitting sur-
rounded by merry, jesting friends, listening to an informal concert and
sometimes joining in a "Country and Western' of the day.

The dominant event of the summer sea-
son for every would-be racing man was
undoubtedly the "12" and one would not
be long in the Club before developing

a burning ambition to get a "Gold" for
190 miles. F.H,Grubb's ride of 220%
miles in 1911 established it as a
"Classic" and as it was the only open
Southern "12" jt attracted the very best
riders from all over the country.
Although the race was held on a Satur-
day, the starting card of 1922 carried
70 names. Among them was W.George,
Charlie Davey, Mauriee Selbach, Jack
Holdsworth, and J,W,Reossiter. The
Anerley were always pleased to see Jack
Rossiter riding for, not only was he
one of the greatest but he went round
the course giving a smile to the mar-
shals and a jolly word to the novices.
He looked as if he enjoyed riding - a
great advertisement for the course.
After 58 years one of those novi-

ces still remembers Jack's
cheery "Stick it Lad".

Yacw Rossiter.

Tom ImiTh.

Also riding on that day were dJack
Carter, E.Mason and W.Williams, of
the Norwood Paragon C.C. In 1921
Williams won the handicap for the
"Open 12" and he is shown here held
up by Tom Smith, who kept a cafe on
the outskirts of Crawley. Tom was
a very jovial chap and his cafe on
a Sunday was always crowded with
racing men and helpers.Also in the
sketch is "fArch™ Allin, racing man
and tireless helper during the 20s.

WILLIRWMS OF THE
Monwooo PARAGON.
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In 1923 the '"12"

fell throughout the event

an excellent performance being placed second after

a series of punctures.

No Club could have been better supported by
its '"0ld Boys' than the inerley.

on the races,
and generously subscribed

names appeared in the list of officers and they

came to the annual dinner

second gencration owe them a great debt of gralbi-

tude and we remember them

Unfortunately we did
bers or attract,
rider or two.
day afternoons,
tors riding,

sometimes

that time hard to come by.

macadamed but due to the war they had been neglect-
ed and were extremely 'pot-holey" and not condu-

cive to fast times.

In 1923 the post war
became Captain and within
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THE ARTHUR COOKE
MEMORIAL TROPHY

By 1924 the new style of Gazette was produced
"ATJAY" consistently reported the Club races
advice and sometimes pithy comment.
For years he acted as delegate to the N.C.U.,
R.R.A., S.R.R.A, and R.R.C.

and
with humour,

became a scratch race which
dack Holdsworth won with 211% miles.,

invited us to those very special runs

in the early 20s, a really fast
Club 25s and 50s were run on Satur-

and the times were not at all good
judged by today's standards.
steel rims as wooden sprints and tubulars were at

Heavy showers
and Jack Rossiter put up

They turned out
to the prize fund. Their
1n force. We of the

with affection.

not enroll many new mem-~

with only four competi-
We often rode on

The roads were

JACK HOLDSWORTH.
members started to help run the Club. D.E.S.Kirby
a few years the name of the Anerley B.C. became
synonymous with Dudley Kirby. In 1924 Sid.Castell
who had been a junior member for only two years,
became General Hon.Sec. and in his quiet self-
effacing and efficient way he held the reins,
collected the subs., and ran the dinners until

1933.

In the same year another new-comer,
A.J.Cooke, took over the job of Racing Hon.Sec.
and for 4 years he organized the Club races
together with the "12", thus creating a record.
Usually one year of looking after our Open was
enough for most people, He set about his task
with great enthusiasm and established a stand-
ard for all who followed to try and achieve. One
of the tasks he undertook was to measure and re-
cord the distance between telegraph poles
or landmarks on the finishing detours of
the "12%", which en-
abled him to tell
competitors, when
handing in their route
cards, the exact dis-
tance they had covered.
In Arthur's first year
he followed out Frank
Southall who won the
"]12" with 217% miles.
Holdsworth was second
with 212 and Jack
Rossiter fifth with
209% miles.

THE OnNE & ONLY
FRANK SoOUTHALL.
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In the Garette of April 1925 four new members were listed and by the
end ofi the year ancther four were enrolled, so it seemed that the Club's
wheel of fortune had passed its '"dead centre' of depression and was rising
to a prosperity similar to that which was cut short in August 1914. We had
three riders in Fry's Hundred, revived for the first time since the war and
in the last 25 in September there were ten entries. The Kentish Wheelers
organized the firgt inter Map Reading contest with the Catford C.C. and
ourselves, when we managed to field eight men ircluding Bob Gibbs.

Possibly the outstanding treat of the year was the first invitation
run given by Vice President FF,S5,Edge to his charming home, Gallops Home-
Stead in Sussex. Below is part of a report of the run written one sus-
pects by G.H. 'The writer has been asked to give a brief account of the
event but feels that a mere record will fail to capture the delight that
all experienced an this never to be forgotten occasion. We venture to
predict that when the youngest member who took part, some 20 years hence,
haas reached the full status of an Anerley Old Boy he will be telling the
recruits of his mature years of the fine runs they used to have in his day
and of one most notable occasion when they went to a place on a little all-
alone hill somewhere down in Sussex about the year 1925.

Now having qualified as an old '"Old Boy" let me do just that. Gallops
was a large old house with a thatched roof set in spacious grounds and
lying in the shadow of Ditchling Beacon. The party of 38 were cordially
we lcomed by Mr. and Mrs. Edge and very scon we were all settled down to a
magnificent tea in a marquee on the lawn. After President Burgess had
appropriately voiced the thanks of all
present, somebody asked if we might see our
host's racing trophies. We admired a huge
replica of a Gordon Bennett trophy won in
the G.B. International Motor Car Race of
1902, the first international racing vic-
tory by a British driver in a British car.
Next we enquired about a huge silver pot:
S5.F. adjusted his glasses and read out
“For the Champion Sow of Sussex", It must
be explained that beside his business
activities S.F.Edge was a very successful
amateur farmer and breeder of pedigree
pigs. More about the man and his cycling
exploits will be found on pages 13 to 15.

1926 was an even more encouraging year with eleven riders in the
first 25, 7 in Fry‘s 100 and representatives in the West London C.A.,
North London and Catford 50s. The list of members was increased by six
and we welcomed back two old timers - L,J.Mattison and the record breaker
E.J.Steel.

Arthur Cooke organized the first post war continental jaunt and just
before the General Strike he and Bill Moon managed to get a boat across
the Channel and toured Nermandy and Brittany, covering 798 miles in 14
days at a total cost of £10 each, Arthur set the fashion for foreign
touring and in the following years many expeditions were undertaken by
members.

In July Dudley rode {as G.H, has reported) in the Catford "24" doing
a fine ride of 353% miles. He was lying 5th in the race when he developed
mechanical trouble which cost him about %5 mins. of time, 60 miles on a
borrowed machine and some three miles with one crank., Our old friends
Rossiter and Holdsworth were first and second with 405 and 389 miles.

In the "12" of 1926 C.Marshall (Veg.C. and A.C.) gained the first of
his four wins with a new open competition record of 220% miles, Ffrank
Southall was secend with 220 miles. Five Anerley men rode and we had our
first win in the "12" by collecting the team race. Bob Edgar who joined in
July rode his first race and gained a "Gold" with 190 miles.
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Farly in the year Bob Gibbs invited a party of the younger members to
a charity performance of "Iolanthe" given by a group of young ladies known
as the 0ld Greys' Musical Society. Bob was uncle to one of the girls and
acted as their hon. stage carpenter and scene painter. At least one of
the party had never heard a Gilbert and Sullivan Opera before
and he still remembers his feeling of horror when a bevy of
fairies tripped onto the stage singing their opening number.
Nowever, by the time the Chancellor had finished "The Nightmare /&)
Song' and Private Willis had sprouted his fairy wings completea” ]
with regimental badges, that young man had become a G. and S.
fan. But that is not the end of the story for two of the

appeared in a newsletter of 1979 and the other typed the
masters for the plates from which this booklet was printed.
""Fhe Anerley, having been founded some 50 years earlier by schoolboys was
very strictly a male preserve. 1 rode with my uncle, who was a member of
the Club and occasionally I would be allowed to join the Club at tea as
long as I sat quietly in a corner and did not "“put my oar in"! Socon how-
ever I was joined by several others - Arthur's sister Ada, Doris Moon, an
old schoolfellow, and Elsie Edgar, and we made a very happy band, grad-
ually integrating into the Club, though still never MEMBERS! We would also
turn out for races early eon Sunday morning and I well remember one lst May
when Doris and T watched the sun rise over the Brighton Road. The hedges
glistened with hoar frost and we really did feel like Queens of the May.
One of the highlights of the year was the "12". Our station was with
bucket and sponge on Schoolhouse, and we took pride in not missing a

rider with a cooling sponge on a hot August afterncon. One Anerley rider
invariably greeted us with the injunction "Run'! Doreen Cooke.

And so the years pleasantly slipped by. The runs and tours were now
enlivened by the antics of Adrian Webb and Sam Chance and the inter map
reading concerts were enriched by Adrian's singing of arias from the
operas. We gained members and temporarily lost others as they moved away
from home to take up new jobs or get married. In 1927 the first London
to Brighton-and-back race since the war was held. A splendid perpetual
trophy was presented by S.F.Edge who, in the early days, held the national
record. In 1928 Dudley gained fresh laurels in the Catford "24"., He was
in great trim and in spite of a heap of trouble was able to 1lift his Club
record to 372% wmiles, finishing 9th in this Open Scratch event. The inter
Map Reading contest of 1928 was won by Bob Edgar and the Anerley also
collected the team race with the help of Sid., Castell and Harry Flower,

Once again the unique event of the year was am invitation run given
by S.,F.Edge. Forty members had a trip on a steamer from Kingston to where
the Wey meets the Thames. At the Lincoln Arms, past haunt of Bath Roaders,
we had a real cyclists' tea., Perhaps S.F.Edge remembered the days in 1890
when he experimented with a hydrocycle as shown below,

The Club finished the decade much stronger, gaining ten new members
in 1929. We had enthusiastic young Qfficers, many more and much faster
racing men., The Club runs were well supported and we had the unstinted
backlng of the 0ld 'Uns - it was a time of hope.
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THE THIRTIES.

The 1930 season started well as the brothers Ward, who joined in the
late 20s, introduced their cousin, Les Heath, and their friend, H.F.(Bertie)
Clarke. They were followed by R. Rattue who hardily ever raced but was one
of those who turned out in all sorts of weather to help those who did.
R.F.Cullum joined in April and in July made an initial effort at track
racing, but was unlucky enough to be brought down by another rider who '"cut
in'". Nevertheless B ob was the first A.B.C. man to ride on Herne Hill track
after the war. In May we were very pleased to welcome A.E.Allin as second
claim member. Arch, with his father, had built many of the machines ridden
by the ctub members. T hen a slightly built teenager joined who was to
make quite an impact on the club's racing circle - his name W, Birkin.

Early in the year Captain Kirby appeared on the club runs riding a
tricycle and in the Aupgust Gazette the following appeared. '"Anerley mem-
bers wiil be pleased to learn that Kirby succeeded in lowering the Southern
Road Records Association tricycle figures for 50 miles at his first attempt.
Starting at .30 a.m. frem Godstone Railway Arch, Dudley soon began to gain
on his schedute, finishing in 2 hrs. 30 mins. 43 secs., an improvement of
8 mins. 12 secs. on the previous record, The ride brings to the club
honour of a kind to which it has been a stranger for quite a time."

As the entry for the '"12" of 1929 had fallen to 48, the committee
thought it desirable te hoid the event on a Sunday, with the result that
the starting card of 1930 showed a list of 98 names, which was the best
entry that any "l2" had ever attracted. 70 finished the course, 8 of whom
wore the A,BR.C, badge, A.E.Ward setting up a new club record with 213% m.

JUBILEE YEAR.

At the Annual General Meeting it was decided that the beat way to
mark the Club's 50th year of cycling activity was to have two special

events,
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a Club run and an extra special dinner.
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CAFTAIN DUDLEY HIADY.

E.F. wawsc’—\ ADRIAN WEBB.
~ N X THE JUBILEE RUN

TO THE WARWICK™
JULY |114.193) .

Fifty one in all turned
out - a most represent-
ative crowd, particularly
as it was the holiday
season when 30 many were
away. T.J.Bartrop cycled
in spite of his 3% years
of membership, being

C.CLARKE., EASPAING. SILWYH SWITH, SIHFRWOCD, H.D

beaten by the veteran
AW _ Dunn.

IBBLE, ESCAMELL, C.RIMINTOHN,
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H. Dibhle was wearing one of the original Anerley shield badges and said
that had it rained he would have brought his umbrella, won 40 years ago as
an Anerley run attendance prize. After an excellent tea President H.Clarke
secured silence and in a short speech told of Club events over the half-
century, 43 years of which he could tell from personal experience.

Then there were cries for G.H.Smith, who joined in 1886 and was the
senior '"'O0ld Boy' of those present, G.H, said that he would have got up if
asked or not for he had messages to deliver from absent 0ld 'Uns who had
written and charged him with that duty. One was from Frank Young who was
credited with having joined in 1881, but there was some doubt as to whether
he or H arold Ruston was the member who had been longest on the Club roll.
Then he went on to read letters from other old members and speak of those
who "had drunk their cup a round or two before'. He concluded his remarks
as follows. "As we travel homewards, or further afield over the old
familiar roads that two generations of the Anerley have so often cycled,
the thought must come to more than one of us what a wealth of healthy
pleasure the old Club has spread across the years to a great host of youth
that has been proud to give it allegiance - ride on 0ld Club,"

THE "TWELVE'" SUNDAY, AUGUST 16th, 1931. What an entry! One hundred
of the finest long distance men in the country, 51 having beaten 210 miles
‘and 22 of those 220 miles - including such names a F.Southall, F,G.Frost,
S.H.Ferris, C.Marshall (four times winner) and eleven of our men. This is
how the racing secretary reported it :- "What a day! In the last 10 years
has anyone seen the like? Rain we have had and wind, but never such a
disastrous combination of the two elements. What a rider! W,A Harrison
with 232% miles - the longest distance and course record. What a babe -
young B irkin who finished eleventh and raised the Club record to 218%
miles (all on a couple of poached eggs)., It poured almost incessantly
through the Saturday night, but President Clarke, assisted by W.,H.Burgess
and Thomas (as official '"shover orf") dispatched 95 stalwarts mid occasional
showers. The official party then moved off following the course and stop-
ping to hail the various checkers and marshals. W.Rowe was seen guarding
the railway gates at Crawley, W.J.Mountain taking the check, and an "0ld
Boy' E.Housden at the end of Goffs Park Rd. There was S.Leigh in cape and
leggings at Roffey, a friend of B ob Cullum's at the fork to Rusper, the
Misses Rathbone, Cullum and Smith marshalling the various snags in Horsham
and our old helper and racing man, Bob Gibbs, taking the numbers.
At Southwater they stopped TTHE 12 AUG. 16T R '}; =y

to bid good morning to the
old record holder Kirton and
at B uck Barn to E.A.Spring
who delivered his opinion of
the day in no uncertain
terms. W.Cox and Jones were
doing Cowfold, E.J.Steel
taking the numbers at Bolney
and A.J.Cooke turning the
riders at Dale Cottage.
Around the Burrell at 7 a.m,
it poured in torrents and
Jack Harmsworth (who had
ridden down that morning)
stood in cape and leggings,
complete with a large
carriage umbrella, trying

to identify the compet-~
itors as they passed by. - . =hal
The wind howled and the oLS’.‘:;:‘:;;}_\;DO}BLRE;;
rain fell in sheets as the = - e A SEE PAGES. 14,1520

officials sat drinking tea YOUNG WILLIE BIRKIN . s il
and wondering if Les Heath [ESLUB RECORD wntH 218%m. —
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had to swim to Partridge Green and what Harry Flower was saying at

Steyniag turn, At Offington it was fine again and here the official party
met Vice-President Riminton., Birkin, still leading the field, passed just
hefore they moved off to bhand up the feed on Hammerpot Hill. Our old help-
ers, F,Scamell and Coles-Webb, directed the riders through Arundel, while
the check at Chichester was taken by Capt. QOlley, West of this point the
riders were once again looked after by those excellent sportsmen of the
Portsmouth North Fnd C.C.

Coming back Vice-President Wells took the check at Woodhatch, R.Brown
at Horley and Mr. Tugwell at Godstone, while Le-Fort and S.Smith looked
after those important odd corners around Felbridge. We were also ably

assisted by various members of the Bath Road Club and Norwood Paragon C.C.
The feeding was capably carried out by the following:- Vic Ware and Arch
41lin at Bolney, Watts and Rattue at the Burrell, Howard and Thomas at
Chichester, and the Ladies at School-House.”

Of the 95 who started the race 51 finished including 9 Anerley men,
W.Birkin won the Club's first handicap prize and Dudley Kirby took the
second with 192% miles on his trike. A footnote - the table was set with
hard rice pudding, baked custard, plums, grapes, tea and ginger beer, all
ready for the first man. The helpers rested on a bench - patiently wait-
ing. Suddenly a shrill treble piped ocut "how much for a bottle of ginger
heer guv'neor?' He had come through the storm, full of cheer, was 30 mins.
ahead of all competitors on the road and doing the ride of his life. OCne
can still bear Willie Birkin.

The Club racing season started weil with Sid Castell taking second
place in the Inter Map Reading contest on March lst. Snow was falling
beavily when the Racing Secretary and his wife set off on their tandem for
the start at Sidlow Bridge. There was some talk of abandoning the event
hut eventually Curly Clarke despatchbed 27 of the 49 entries. The Anerley
finished 7 men, three in the first 6. In the first Club "25" we had 14
riders, with Birkin doing fastest time in 1.10.30, and during the year
Anerley men appeared on the starting cards of 21 different open races. One
waa the Marlborough tandem 50 in which Bob Cullum and Willie Birkin rode.
1t was their first attempt at 'Ynicking"” together and they clocked 2.5.2.,
hbeating the Club record set up by Howard and Moon by 5 mins. 37 secs. Fast-
est time and competition record was set up by Frank Southall and Stan

Butler with 1.51.55. One hundred and eleven members and guests

) gathered together for the Dinner of 1931 under
the Chairmanship of President H.H.Clarke. The
h evening was unique for it was the Jubilee
Dinner and the toast list included not only
names of famous former cyclists but also '"The
Ladies’ who were invited to join us for the
first time in 50 years.

PAL 1

MAK Qi MERU reng The President of the "North Road”, F.T.
Bidiake proposed the toast of "The Club'" and
JUB”_EE DiN NER S,F,Edge responded in his usual direct manner.

T Aasis.

held ab the S.G.Sherwood (Shirley) welcomed ''"The Ladies"
Holborn Restaurant in a speech that evoked much laughter. He
an mentioned, among other things, that in the early
F*“%yﬁﬁmmnmePZRth31 days of mixed tandems the lady sat in front

while the male sweated and strained behind.
Nowadays the lady sits bebhind but otherwise the
result is the same. As by 1931 there were sev-
eral lady-back tandems in the Club (which
appeared only when helping on Club races) this
remark was fully appreciated. Mrs. Deoris Moon
replied and expressed the hope that when the
Ch”mm"-‘.FiwcmaxgﬁammL next Jubilee came along - in 10 years time -
the ladies would again be invited.

—
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Tr. innovation wiax =0 successful that the die-hards wers e F.T.BIDLAKE.
completely routed and ladies were invited to all subse- 22 = 1896
quent dinners., Walter H armsworth gave the toast to thel PR
"Wisitors' and Maurice Draisey, a great f{riend of the

A, R.C., answered for the "Guests'" which included Jack
Rossiter, W.Harrisen, L..Cave and Jack Holdsworth,

1= a trihute to our guest “Biddy", of whom it was
said '"he looked like a saint and rode like the devil'",
this picture is included. 1In his young days he set up a
record which stood for sixty years, when he covered 426
miles in 2% hours on Herne Hill track.

The evening was brought to an end by the singing of
Ould Tang Syne, rendered more melodiously than usual due
no doubt to the presence of the ladies. 1In order to
make the menu a Llittle different for the Jubilee dinner,
our draughtsman memher tried his hand at making small
sketches and cutting lino blocks which Ted Spring was
kind enough to set up on his printing press, and from
then on litile line sketches became part of our monthly
magazine

By the New Year the depression which hit America b
in 1929 began to be felt in England and again, as in 192@\_____
fFirms were without orders, H owever, the annual football
match with the Century took place on January lb6th and 17th and once again
it was n hilarious weekend. We won with Les Heath scoring 9 goals and
H arry Flower 1. When one rememhers a certain Anerley fullback, who was
@ little stouter than when he was racing secretary in 1923, careering down
the field with the ball at his feet and the rest of the pack flat on their
backs, it is no wonder that the Century goal keeper fled!

-]

At the 4,G.M, a Social Sec. was appointed and in a fit of enthusiasm
he arranged a concert for the opening summer run. We had a new generation
of artistes and a new way of reporting their activities as shown below and
we hasten to assure any doubting reader that they didn't all sing at once!
For this special run we also had the assistance of the lady helpers who
played the piano and sang. All the years that have passed and all that has
happened since has not lessened the delight experienced watching the perfor-
mers at that meeting nor chilled the warmth of good fellowship surrcunding
the group of young peopie at the “"'Warwick'" on March Sth, 1932,
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Farly in the yenr the whole Club was very sorry to hear that D. Kirhy
wisherl to resign the captaincy, as bhe thought that after nine years the
time was ripe for someone else to have a go. 0Only the other day when two
"Old Boys" of the 1922/32 period met and were talking about the old times,
thev both apgreed on one point. Neither could imagine the Club of their
day without Nudley as Captain., After all, he held the Club record for tea
pouring - 13 cups feor one member! F_ L. Ward took over the task of leading
the string on Clul runs, but unfortunately fell i1ll early in the year, so
that sub-captain W.Birkin acted as Captain in his stead.

By this time the country was in the grip of a recession and the Gov-
ernment of the day ordered a 5% reduction in wages. In offices and works
the ominous phrase "iast in first out' was heard and several members lost
their jobs and had to move away from their home base and take positions at
a reduced salary, making it rather difficult to continue their cycling
activities,

In "Cycling' dated April A8th under The Loiterer's notes the following
appeared. '"Faster on the road was not quite a total eclipse of the London-
ers, for thev had an isclated victory in the Reading Wheelers' "50". The
success of the young Anerley man Birkin is deserving of a special note.
dpart from the promise of this particular rider, it is noteworthy as the
first win of its kind for the fine old Anerley club for many, many years.
Tt hrings to an end a long lean period during which the Club has gone on
unfalteringly doing their best for the game - not unrewarded, of course,
but without those tokens of success which every clubman secretly yearns
to see."

The "12" of 1932 seems to be worthy of a few notes, for "Cycling"
reported our race as one packed with excitement, sensational, etc. At
places like Arundel and Chichester it could well be said that the traffic
was even blood-curdling. From the Cluh's point of view we had every reason
to be very pleased with ourselves, for, though we had only four riders,
the three who finished certainly put up a good show, W.Birkin was tenth
on the list with 226% miles and joined Bob Edgar who finished tenth in
1929, Alec Campbell improved to 2063% miles and Reg. Ryall riding his
first "12", amassed a total of 200,

The morning dawned bright and fair and it
was funny to see Bob Gibbs, Bernard Thomas,
Bill Howard and sundry tyres, packets of
food and bottles of ginger beer all lined
up in front of an Austin Seven.,

After starting 69 riders the Timekeeper,
complete with suite, started on a tour of
the course and after one or two adventures
reached Chichester, Alex Josey collecting
news en route. They finally ran out W.E

Marsh of the University C.C. with a course
record of 2354 miles and at one time it looked as though he might have
beaten competition record, for at 185 miles he was inside "evens". It was
very pleasing to get a letter from the winner (a stranger to the course)
expressing appreciation of the way the route was marshalled and checked,

The 1933 season was heralded with hanner head-
tines anncuncing the first Anerley Dance since pre-
war days. [t was organised by Alec Campbell and
proved so successful that others were run by Bob
Cullum during the 30's. At the A.G.M. Birkin prop-
osed that the Club should admit lady members but
could find no seconder. One member went so far as to
say that he thought it hetter that the Club should
sink intc ohlivion rather than resort to such a step.
The prcposal seems to have aroused similar feelings
as those in the very early days when medal rides on ’
Sundays were suggested. CYCLING = COLLECTING NEWS.
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There were twelve riding in the First "25" including
w0 new membhers, Arthur Collier and K.Sheppard. The former
macte o Fine start paining a Gold, o first handicap prize, and
with 1.4.20 he came second to Birkin, who returned 1.8.12.

tergt-Prp,
mmayadl

The races were now organised hy A.F,Ward, who got his
nick-name when the Club visited Wemhley for the first "Six-
Day', The leading rider was a Canadian, an outstanding person-
ality with magnificent red hair named Teorchy Pedan. Bert
Ward, who had similar coloured hair, was at once lahelled......

A HELPERS By this time our racing
DILEMMA, ‘:3"29 men were getting a little per-
AL ¥ nickety with regard to feeding
: A/ arrangements and were no longer " -
g epo content to chew hard rice pud. TORCHY.
§ or drink cold tea. This is how one helper,
who had suffered a few disparaging remarks,
oL answered his critics,
%§~ %f b It was a sign of the times when the Palmer
BE ) '3 | |Tyre Company announced that due to market con-
MAditions they could no longer (after 17 years)
WHO THE D — L WAMTED QE‘I donate the ten guinea first prize for our "12%,
BARLEY WATER? Consequently the premier award

for the Open was reduced to five guineas. Nevertheless we
had 120 entries and President O ,W Wells despatched 92 riders
from the 22 milestone at Woodhatch. The day was very windy
and Rirkin along with 49 others “packed”. H arry Flower
gained the Calder Trophy, with Hubert Padbury and E.Sheppard
completing the team.,

Another sign of the times was little sketch which,
together with its explanation appeared at the end of the
report ol the race. '"4n honourable member, wearing shorts and
one of those neat tittle moustaches, while doing his bit at
Crawley had occasion to hoild up two errand-boy cyclists to
allow a competitor to pass. As they disappeared in the dir-
ection of Pease Pottage one of these lads was heard asking NUMBER I T
the other "Hi, who does that bloke think he is, "itler®"

On June 24th 193%4% members were shocked to hear that $id Castell, who
was then Captain, had met with a very serious accident while on a Club run.
He unfortunately came in collision with a car and was thrown against the
hinge of the door. He suffered a fractured skull and was never quite the
same a#gain as he could not indulge in any strenuous sports. However,
after many months he did manage to turn out to "time'" and help on Club
races and always took an interest in the special events.

jater in the month Birkin rode in the Catford "24" and put up a
remarkably fine performance by winning third prize with 407 miles. It was
his first attempt at the distance and improved Kirby's record but as Dudley
said on the day, '"'no one minds losing a record to a ride like that". Birkin
rode with great pluck as his condition at the end testif{ied, but with the
he lp of Aijay and Bill Moon at the Gala, he soon recovered but was very
grateful when President Wells took him home by car,

Arthur Cocke had now taken over the Gazette as Dobh Edgar vacated the
editor's chair to take up an appointment in Wolverton. Although Bob never
lost interest, his absence made quite a difference to Club life for he was
a talented writer, an enthusiastic supporter of summer and winter runs,
races and concerts. As compensation we gained a new membher, W,Becker, in
July, On August 19th in our annual tour of Southern England he achieved
210% miles thus collecting a Gold, a First handicip prize and the Calder
Trophy in his first ever race. Our faxt man Birk'n started but retired
at 153 mites no doubt suffering from his efforts in the Catford '"24",
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On page 8 "G .H," writes ahout the very charm-
ing custom amongst some of the older members of
inviting the whale Club to tea on a Saturday
afternoon and he particularly mentions Ruston's
runs to Woking, which started on June 4th 1921,
It was not the last Ruston's run, but the last
time we went to his home "Greenways'" Woking, was
in June 193%, All these outings were delightful
for we were always welcomed so pleasantly hy Mr,
and Mrs. Ruston, the tea was magnificent - in
fact it wasn't a tea, it was a banquet and the
games of clock golf and tennis in his spacious
gartdens were most amusing. An impression which
remains with me is of two grand "0ld Boys" who
had been friends for over 50 years, standing
together in a very elegant drawing room admiring
an ivory recently acquired by Harold Ruston and
reminiscing on the days when they rode the high-
witys and by-ways together,

We now turn to March 1935 when we had an

infiux of five new members., H, N.Petty and H.J.
Wiles joined the junior section and H .J.Gilbert,

G;gixgﬁﬂ HaRroLD ruston. |1.G.Godman and A.G.Woolmer the senior, H,Petty
TOWNED rapidly made an impression for he soon showed he

could cut A very artistic lino-block as the cari-

cature of our then captain, Hubert Padbury, indicates. Other examples of
his work are reproduced in this booklet. All the newcomers put up a jolly
good show in the first "25" with Wiles and Petty ceming second and third
and the two tricyclists Gilbert and Godman crossing the finishing line
neck and neck, In a Pime T rial in September H. Wiles captured Birkin's
record with a ride of 1.6.14 for a '25",

AFRTIAT, INTFR-CLUB RUN., The first of its kind in Cycling history was
organtsed hy Sec., Fred Ward and J. Loten of the North Road. On March 13%th,
Ward, Padbury, Collier, Cullum and our friend Josey of Cycling loaded their
hicycles on to a plane at Croydon AERIAL INTER-CLUB RUN MARCH . 1935,
Aerodrome and were flown to Hatfield WITH
where they met members of the North |THE NORTH ROAD.C.C,

Reoad, Four of our friends then got Za\Y]

aboard the machine which returned el 2™ =

ta Purley Way. Our picture shows
the \,B.C., reception party meeting —
H,Fneland, Fditor of Cyciing and =~ Y=l
President of the North Road. The T 7 2
Southern contingent, some 1% strong, i P4 : .
had lunch at Shere while the North- '
erners broke their fast at Ampthill. ff .
At h.%5pm we returned to Croydon, i
said good-bye to our guests and Lh
watched the plane take off. Night 4 H
was falling when we saw its landing )ﬂ”
lights returning with our Anerley f;J
chaps ahoard. So ended a very |
enjoyable and novel inter-club j

zet together.

A
S

|-I.l.? I
)

At the A.G.™M, in L1936 we had
an almost complete change around of / s i
Officers, O,W . Wells had already Ir.J_ Eif _jﬂ;jﬁgﬁz;n jt::(ﬂﬁi;:
decisively announced his intention . T TEYCLING, T omaroe
of relinquishing the Presidential RVENIY. REY. -
Gold Badge so W,H.M.Burgess was T EEmsEE - e
persuaded to make a Come Back. o W
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Fred Ward for business re-|whm. abrerss —kiereR
asons was obliged to hand |PRe3icENF. 1320ve1028<1936
over the secretarial job f
to Reg Ryall, and Jack
Lavender became not only
Editor hut printer of the
Gazette with Petty as his
reporter, H ubert Padbury
was given no opportunity
to retreat from the Cap-
taincy and had the addit-
ional burden of running
the "12" and finding and
surveying a new course.

An Anerley team rode
in the Balham '"Rough Stuff]
25" held in March and ev-
idently Becker, wha fin-
ished first of our crowd,
made a spectacular descent of Titsey. Bespat-
tered with mud and with smoke issuing in
clouds from his hub brakes, he swept round
the corner at the bottom, his wide-spread
elbows carving a clear passage through mar-
shals, brick walls and gate posts, It would
seem that the "Brighton & Back'" in July was
Birkin's last Club race for he did not start
in the "12" as he was moving his home to Midd-~
lesex the next day. However he finished in
great style winning the S.F.Edge Cup and lst.

CAPTAIN

HUBERT
PADBURY,

/;555
LINO=-CUT BY, H.0( PETTY. %/‘

handicap prize.

Only 34 finished in our Classic event and the Fsanov"
winning distance was less than the previous year.
Only one Anerley man ran out his time - E.Sheppard,
notching up 212% miles. This ride completed his hat
trick, for at the Dinner he collected the Fry Mem-
orail Cup, Calder Trophy and ©ld Boys Cup.

v1gr, HOLDSWORTH.

The radically revised course caused considerable
comment if not criticism and the Editor replied in
the Gazette as follows: "The new course has been des-
cribed as the toughest twelve-hour ride with much
exaggeration as to its hilliness. It is not for us
to apologise for it - we have no option in the choice
of route, The southern coast roads, particularly the
Worthing road, are out of the question; they must be
¢rossed and the time of the ’ﬁ : '
crossing has to be care-
fully chosen, The old det-~
ours are thereby inexorably
ruled out and others subst-
ituted. We have studied
the maps before and after
the event, and can see no
alternatives - the plain
cold fact is that there are
no avallable roads with
billiard-table surfaces on
London's door step.Alter-
natively the route must be
transferred far afield or
the fixture abandoned."

AM QLD FRIEND
SEEN COMPETIMNG IM
INTER - MAP REAQING CONTESTS
WwWiTH THE CENMTURY ISZ5—{937.

(a 12935 TrE TANDEM waa
. ADAPTED TO CARRAY THE
A Tounag Famicy,
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Hardlv had the 1936 event passed into history
LAVENDF .«

hefore Padbury commenced his labours trying to find
the ideal course for Southern Roads, one far removed
from the dense coastal traffic and at the same time
miving a surface good enough for the top-notchers to
have a chance of beating ™evens'". In spite of a
strong wind (blowing in the wrong direction for the
colirse) Stan.Butler of the Norwood Paragon did not
let him down for he fTinished the "12" of 1937 with a
record 240% miles, thus achieving the goal which many
pundits thought impossible. No mere popular win had
ever been recorded, for Stan. had heen one of our most
consistent supporters coming second on at least three
occasions. 46 riders [ianished out of a field of 92
and we were pleased to see that our two recruits had
done so well, d.Drage teook the first handicap prize
with 2084 miles and H.Musk did 193% miles.

I

HaW THE ZOMTOR 3FLHNT EAITER.

Since the Spanish Civil War started in 193%6 international news had been
very depressing, so when German troops marched into Austria and German
planes, supporting Franco, had bombhed Guernica and practically destroyed
that ancient Rasgue town, the future looked very ominous.

Against this sombre background the supper runs to Mrs. Curd's at
Godstone stand ouf se vividly and no apoleogy is made for repeating a sketch
which appeared in a receni newsletter. JIf you were out on those Saturday
nights, picture again that littie room crowded with young men laughing and

jesting as though they hadn't a care in tbhe world. Remember again those
heipinegs of =steak and Kkidney pudding followed by mince pies and Christmas
pudding. "The days that were and never will bhe more."
: T T J*.-‘}T T L R ; -
S W PasS e
W e uoD LY
T CLOCKWISE
=z
TO
Bill Moon
Aijay
Arthur
Collier
Harry
Flower
Bob Cullum
Reg. Ryall
Deuglas
Harmsworth

Bill Shorter
Fred Ward
Tarchy

Lles Heath

that our President, B.H.Hogan, while wheeling his bicycle up a hill had
collapsed and died. ¥t would need G.H. to do justice to "Beefy’. The
present writer can only steal a line from the Ruhaiyat - 'He was one of the
heat of all his age and vintage presi” and hope that he has been able to
capture a glimpse of Beefyv's genial personality in the sketch of the 1932
Opening Run. His many expleits on a tricycle are listed under Records and
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MILESTONES.
AT THE VILLAGE GREEN AT GODSTOMNE, BY THE SMILING VILLAGE GREEN,
GATHERED ALL THE A D.C. MEN, ALL THE PATRIARCHAL THRONG .
CAME THEY SiNGLY AND IN CLUSTERS , CAME ON CYCLES OR iN MOTORS,
IN THE BRISK OCTOBER SUNSHINE, IN THE NIPEY AUTUMN AIR | 7
CAME THEY HOOTING, RINGING, PRAFFLING, WALKING, PEDALLING, OR I8 'BUSES,

MEN OF ALL SORTS GATHERED THERE, GATHERED AS IN DAYS oF YORE =y 4
pE

(7

THERE WERE MEN OF VARIOUS AGES, CUORIOUS SHAPES,ASSORTED S5izE35.
SOME CLEAN-SHAVEN, SOME WORE WHISKERS, SOME WHOSE HEADS PROTRUDED BOLDLY
THROUGH A FADING FRINGE OF HAIR. "

L&UGHING, CHATTING, YARMNING, YOKIMNG, GRINMI NG, TALKIMNG, SMILING, SMOKING,
IN THE BRISK QCTOBER SUNSHINE . - -y, Y,

s . = o -
THEN THEY GATHERED AT THE TABLES, TABLES FULL OF WHOLE SOME FARE Q‘_‘_\

ASSIMILATED EGGS BY DOZENS, WHICH WERE SERVED BY DAINTY MAIDENS,
VERY DAINTY COUNTRY MAIDEMNS, SPEARIMNG WITH A COCHKNEY TWANG. -
LIKEWISE SERVED THE LOCAL OSTLEF( ,TRYING NOT TO LOOK .SELF CONSCIOUS

—

TOGGED CUT 1IN HIS SuNDAY CLOBBER. B oy o R ,4‘

WITH THE FEAST COMPLETELY ROUTED, BROUGHT THEY OUT THEIR SMOHKES ANG MATCHES
SHMOKES OF EVERY KING AND MIXTURE . SOME THE SLIM AND HUMBLE WOODBINE, J, 4
OTHERS YET THE FPOMPOUS, SCENTED, PRODUCT OF AN E.ASTE’.F!N STALL | ] éj
SomeE anM ORIENTAL MIXTURE, OR THE SIMPLE NAVY PLUG. &5

EACH OME BUANT A SACRED OFFERING TO OUR LADY NICOTINE o

EAcH ONE TROTTED OUT A STORY . TOLD HIS FAVOURITE HOARY STORY,
How HE RCDE FOR FAME AND GLORY ON AN ANTIQUATED CROCK.
TALES OF PLUGS THROUGH RAIN OR SUNSHINE, YARNS OF HEFTY RIDES N SPRING ,
WHISPERS OF NOCTURMAIL GATHERINGS; HINTS OF VERY GALLANT CONQUESTS,
MapDE N DAYS WHEN YOUTHS WORE WHISKERS.

TENDER THOUGHTS OF BUXOM WENCHES, VERY TENDER THOUGHTS OF WENCHES,
Now, NO DOUBT, MORE STOUT TrAM TE:NDER e
THUS WITH STORY, SONG AND TESTING, ALL TGO QUICKLY PASSED THE EVENING,
PASSED THAT FINE TRIENNIAL EVEN'.NG MARMING BY IT3 HALLOWED MEMORIZESD,
HOW RELENTLESS 1S THE REAPING OF THE MAN WHO WIELDS THE SCYTHE

from & Gazeltle of November' \914 ot
[l

0. HARM:.won'rn “1‘ "*ﬁ" } L
¥ A T 1L ;7 —
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Tn 1938 Ffor the first time in our history we had a man, who lived in
\nerley, as Captain of the "Anerley". H_N,Petty was one of the most enth-
usiastic memhers of the second generation and although he took over the
captaincy when the threat of war was uppermost in most peoples minds, he
did his hest to encourage them te turn out on runs, races, tours and the
odd paper chase, Fvery one rallied round and Mr.Collier {(senior) once
agnin invited the Cluh to take lunch with him and his family at their
bungalow in Angmering,

Hubert ran the "12" and for a second time we thought we had a "winner"
when Archie Drage (still a teenager) finished 14th with 222% miles, only
1% miles behind the first man. Three other Anerley men finished, Petty
210, d,F.Ward 208% and W.Becker 200% miles. President F.S$.Burgess, bro-
ther of "W, H.d." and nicknamed hy his contempories "Sardine'", welcomed 47
memhers to the Old Boys' run on Oct.8th and it will perhaps he noted that
two of the veterans were on the Selsey tour of the 1890s (see page 11).

And so the months stipped hy and the country drifted into that fate-
ful year 1939. The last Anerley gazette that the writer received was
dated June 1939 and in it were these words from the Captain. "0One cannot
he unmoved by the present trend of world affairs. It is perhaps at these
times when the tranquility of the normal week is frequently being dis-
turhbed hy sensational news and when one's peace of mind gives place to
continuous anxiety that one welcomes and cherishes even more each week-end
with its opportunity to enjoy afresh our freedom and our English country-
side",

In spite of everything, Vice-President E,Scammle, pictured on page 32,
gave his invitation run exactly as he had been doing since 1928. Harry
fillbert ran the "12'" and for the first time in 24 years no Anerley name
appeared on the finishing list. There were only 51 entries, 47 starters
and 20 who ran out their time. President F.S5.Burgess officiated and so it
was that the man who started the first race in 1911 called "Time" not only
for the winner, J.Sibun, but for the event itself, for it was never held
again,

Then came that Sunday morning in September when Chanherlain announced
on the wireless that Fngland was at war with Germany and with the wailing
of the sirens a few minutes later the whole pattern of life was changed.

H.Flower and A,Cooke had joined the "Terriers" and were at once called
up, Arthur being drafted to the R.A.F. We heard that Bert Ward had joined
the Navy and that H.Gilhert was serving in the R.A,F. As the war effort
got under way many had to change their jobs and move, sometimes very hur-
riediy, to other parts of the country. The momentous events of the next
seven years are recorded in the nation's history, but in the annals of the
A.B.C. the years 1940/46 are a complete blank. A few close friends of the
20s managed to keep in touch hut Club runs, etc., were completely out of
the question. By the end of hostilities our main membership was completely
lost to each other and there was no group living close enough to meet, pick
up the pieces and get the Club running again,

Gradually news filtered through and it seemed that Bertie Clarke,Sam
Watts and F,Sheppard had died during the war and that once again we had
lost a very popular Captain for I ,N_Petty went down with the naval vessel
in which he served. Il.Becker, who was a pilot in the R.A.F., failed to
return from a sortie and Tom Bell, who joined in 1938, had also been lost
over (Germany. W,Birkin was one of the crew of a bomber which failed to
return to base. All four were jolly fine fellows and pgnod Anerley men,
How ruthless is the god of War.

There may have heen many more who lost their lives in those tragic
years, We never heard, hut with the end of the war the Anerley, like many
other cycling clubs, had no active membership and it seemed that the only’
thing left was to bhow to the inevitable.

And then history repeated itself and the third generation will now
take lip the story.



THE YEARS 1949 ~—(956.
“THE BALLARD BOYS.”

A8 with the Clubs founding in 1881 when the pupils of Dulwich College,
we are led to understand, formed the main part of the membership, so in 1949
the scholars of the Norbury Manor Boys School became the core of the active
Anerley. In 1948 the school had no great tradition of aport but it did have
a cycling club known as the Norbury Manor Wheelers
and one of its officers was a young fellow named NOR BURY MANOR
Norman Grelg who resided in Norhury Avenue. BOYS ScHANL

A few doors away from Norman lived Metro-
pelitan police constable, J.C. Ballard, who was
often seen clad in "plus fours™and riding a
Plus fours were associated with
golf but as the rider never
carried any golf clubs,
Norman and his friends came
to the conclusion that he
must be a member of a
cycling club.

Stationed with Jim Ballard
was war reserve constable
Bruce Fuller who had joined
the Anerley in 1943. About 8.7
1944 the M,P.A.A, started J AT T
to run "25" mile cycling : Y
events and Jim and Bruce,
who had become firm friends,
joined and had many a scrap
together ending about all square.

(-
[

By 1949 the Norbury Manor Wheelers had gone the way
of many post war clubsa, some of its members joining the
A Norwood Paragon and others the Addiscombe C.C. However
ha little group living around Nerbury Avenue somehow or
flother joined up with Jim Ballard and Bruce Fuller and
the Anerley Bicycle Club was PO W AN
in business once again. After 30 years )
one's memory a8 fto how this happened ;
is a little vague, school boys didA't keep diaries, and
the small group of ex Manor Wheelers that I still number
among my friends can't help very much either.

Norman Greig's baptism to racing was in 1949,a "25"
mile event on the Godstone course and 31 years later he
is still racing; in fact in 1977 he set up a Club record
of 234,16 miles for 12 hours,

Some of the officers elected at the 1950 A.G.M,
were Bruce Fuller as Sec, with Bernard Greig as his
agssistant: Jim Ballard as racing sec., with Hubert
Padbury loeoking after the finmancial side. Reg. Ryall,
Bill Shorter and Tony Allchin served on the Committee.

Jack lavender, as in pre-war days, produced the
Anerley Gazette, but due no doubt to the members
being so scattered, many of the '"Old Boys" did
not receive copies and so did not fully under-
stand the great efforts being made to revive the
old Club.
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Jack algo carried on with the timing of
swimming races and then extended his
efforts to looking after Anerley events:
following in the footsteps of the great
"G.H" he served on the R.T.T.C. and for
several years acted as its National Sec.
and like Jim Ballard was always seen
either sucking or smoking a pipe.

Racing men had a “Star" in Aubrey
Wenman, backed by Jim Ballard, and on
the 17th Sept.l950 a field of about six
riders competed in one of the then best
supported club events, the winner being
Aubrey in 1,10.15. for the "25" miles.

The c¢lub room during this period
was Jim Ballard's shed where an Aladdias
cave of bike parts, hoarded from pre-
war days, kept many an impecunious school-
boy or apprentices machine on the road.He
- . : ; also installed a duplicator and printed,
L ”;f =~ - -~ - - 7« often as a labour of love, R.T.T.C.forms,
gatart and result cards, etc. for numerous clubs. Later on he also took
over the production of the Gazetlte.

AUBREY WENMAN
WIRNER OF CLug 2%

»

In 1951 beside club runs through the lanes, racing and marshalling
V.T.T.A. events, tours to Norfolk and the New Forest were undertaken. As
many of the %/6d bed and breakfast C.T.C. places had disappeared during
the war years we had to combine camping with touring, which made for a
pretty strenuous holiday!

The West TLondon C.A, massed start race in Fiasbury Park took us north
of the river, but the fear of getting lost or tangled up in the tram lines
rather diminished the pleasure of the outing. We also tried a new winter
sport and epntered four riders, C.B lake, J.Jackson, N,Greig and J.Ballard
in the Parkhill Cyclo Crosa event. We managed to finiash a team and cycled
home from Barnet very weary and on muad spattered bikes.

The 1952 season saw us visiting the Bagshot cycle scramble, marshali-
ing in the Balham C.C, roughriders event and racing in the Delta R.C,Long-
markersa ''25"., The Walter Moon "50" attracted six Anerley riders all com-~
peting at the distance for the first time. Afterwards twelve sat down teo
breakfast at Mrs., Bridgland's, the K.Whs.headquarters at the Effingham Arms.
It was quite a family affair for Mr. & Mrs.Allchin rode down on their tam-
dem to help their son Tony, and i Y
Sid.Leigh (an active member in
the 30s) was out with his son
Jaurie. Sid.Leigh later made a
comeback as a Vet. With Jim
Ballard he formed a team in a
H25% and did his fagteat ride
ever in 1,12,0, odd.

The Club decided that it
was impossible to revive our
Open "12'" but it was agreed to
run a "25" for middle markers
and this we did for several
years., We started off well by
Bob Job winning one of the
prises. It was most helpful to
have the assistance of Percy
Hugget of the Addiscombe with
the handicapping and time-
keeping.




4 Clubroom had now been
found in a hall at the rear of
the Simla Publiec House in
Thornton Heath. It attracted
the club's young cyclists for
gocial meetings, darts, cycle
i rollers, snooker and the com-
i pany of one or two young
¥4 ladies. The ladies did ride
bikes, but their interest was
not really cycling one felt
1and in fact two of them later
became Mre.Sherriff and Mras.
N.Greig.

It wags a sign of the times
when a resolution was passed at
the 1953 A.G.M. limiting the
yearly sub. for young members
f called up to do National Serv-
ice to 2/6d. Laurie Leigh was
one of the first of 'our gang'

PARKRILL CYELO- ) e e % .

TR e T S e T : Bty to go and he never really
cycled as a clubman again.

Service in the Army changed his outlook, as it did for many other young-

sters who were lost to cycling for good. As one of them said 'it's small

beer riding a bike after having driven around in tanks’.

R

The Club's membership was now at about its post war maximum and many
of the younger members were taking on jobs. Pete Shaw was sub-captain,
Mike Sherriff was assistant Sec. and Stan Hutson, Sid leigh and Jimmy
Ruddle were on the Committee. Bruce Fuller still acted as Secretary and
his enthusiasm was l00% as was Jim Ballards. The latter probably took on
too much work with his job, timekeeping Opens, organizing our Open "25",
printing and editing the gazette and training our young riders.

The help and advice given by senior members was recognised in the ele-
vation of Bob Edgar and Bill Shorter to the Vice-Presidents list. Bob was
now back in the South of England as Principal of the Slough Technical Col-
lege and was often seen out on races and riding in map reading contests.
Bill Shorter was a very friendly type, always helpful and willing to mar-
shal events. Never a star racing man, but the backbone of any organization,
Another rider of the second generation who helped the Club at this time was
George Austin who presented his gold centre and silver medals for re-issue.
The gold centres were for any rider breaking a Club record and the silvers
for special services to the Anerley.

The 4.G.M, of 1953 also voted that the London and Brighton and back
Club event should be changed to Coulsdon to Brighton and back. Extra
traffic lights and the great increase in motor vehicles was making the
journey from Croydon to Hyde Park Corner and back rather too dangerous.The
Club Handbook also included two new medal std, rides - 10 miles for juniors
and one for 30 miles in accordance with the then modern trends.

Easter 1953 saw an Anerley party riding to Portsmouth for the Gooed
Friday §.C.C.U, meeting at the WNorth End Track, after which a specially
chartered boat, loaded with cycliats, landed us in the Isle of Wight for
the N.C.U. Rally. We watched the massed start racing on a circuit around
Brading and after arranging ''digs'" at Sandown we explored the Island. led by
the redoubtable Jim we cyclo cross style climbed the footpath to the
Ventnor Radar station and then on to see the picturesque Godahill Church.

With Easter over, it was Godstone again., Eleven entered for the first
125" and ten finished. Norman Greig won with 1.7.43, but brother Bernard
stole the handicap by 1C mins. and Laurie Leigh beat his father 8id by 11
secs, Breakfast after the event was at Mrs.Curds, that superb cyclists
venue for elevenses, teas, ¢lub suppers etc. The large wooden room at the
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rear was alwavs alive with chatter
and after-event post mortems.
George Austin dropped in and asked
if his medals had been won, but on
being told they hadn't, resumed
his journey.

Four riders rode the Lancing
A.C, Longmarkers event in July. We
camped out overnight in a two man
tent in a field overlooking
Shoreham Airport and this arrange-
ment was often repeated at Horsham,|
Headcorn and Pangbourne Lane for ‘
the Bath Road events. We had to
do this. for ''digs" which catered
for racing men were still few
and far between.

We had quite a flourishing racing season with members riding over
twenty 25 mile time trials, three events at 50 miles and twc at 100 miles.
arly in the season three members rode the Kentish Wheelers "25"for novices
who hadn't ridden a time trial before, and returned times between 1.14.57
and 1.18.28 on a bitterly cold morning.

In case readers think it was all racing, touring and Club riding alsc
flourished. Bank Holiday "bashes'' were undertaken in an endeavour to get
fit, as examinations at Polytechnics and Colleges cut down early season
riding so a '"hard suffering slog" on the first available holiday was sup-
posed to help fitness. Any way, we followed Jim Ballard's training maxim
of ''getting the miles in'".

late in October we had a Youth Hostel weekend at Alfriston in Sussex.
With the Captain leading,a party of 5 left the clubroom at 2p.m, We arri-
ved at the hostel just in time for our evening meal after '"one hell of a
blind" through strange lanes in the dark. In the evening we met up with
the Medway R.C. and adjourned to the George'" for a glass or two of lemon-
ade? On Sunday we returned via Eastbourne, Battle Abbey and Sevencaks,
arriving home tired but pleased with a successful weekend.

In the same month the pre-war Map Reading contest between the Century,
Kentish Wheelers and ourselves was revived. On this occasion the Century
— ’ " Y were the hosts at their
' 3 headquarters in Hertford.

gﬁ ' : Jim Ruddle, Bernard Greig,
ok ...} John Jackson, Pete Shaw,
e 7 ]Jim Ballard and Clive

Gandley left the club-
room for what turned out
to be one of the high-
lights of the year., We
negotiated the London
traffic quite well and
reached the Marshmoor
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ﬁﬁkifﬁ;\ Cafe, Barnet, where we
i&NQ&Q§§ 4 met up with Bruce Fuller
A X\ and Bob Edgar.After a first

class meal of eggs,bacon,
liver, fried bread,plates
of bread,butter and jam,a
plate of cakes finally
"sank'" the team.With the
aid of a pathfinder from
the Century we wended

our way to Hertford.
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* ‘We had lodgings at The Blackbirds and The White Hart.
Although the other two clubs were stronger in numbers,
we beat them at darts until Bruce Fuller was loaned
- ! to the Kentish Wheelers. The company went to bed at
#10.30 and were up in time to get to the start on the
Stevenage Road. Some of our riders cawme out in the
morning from Scuth London and the Anerley in its
first post war map reading contest,on roads completely
unknown, came third. Our great hope, Pete Shaw, pun-
ctured just after the start and the President, con-
tacted by telephone, brought a new tyre to get Pete
home that evening. At the lunch afterwards 70 sat
down to the meal, our party being joined at The May-
flower by Dudley Kirby, Arthur Cooke and A.E.Ward -
even Bill Moon came over from Essex. The journey home
was quite uneventful and so ended a very pleasant
weekend - what a start to the social season.

The Club contributed to the prize fund of the
Croydon Cycling Association massed start event but
this sector of the sport did not attract any riders
from the Club with the exception of Pete Shaw who did
ride at the Crystal Palace evening meetings, but with-
out any success., Track racing also did not make any
appeal although Bill Higgins and Stan Hutson indulged

25 in a few training sessions. The cost of equipment and
the loss involved if one had a "pile up" put most of us off the idea.

Eantries in Club events at the end of 1953 were dwindling & little for
Cyril Biake was in Egypt with the Scots Guards and Laurie Leigh at Catterick.
We also lost Bill Collins and Alec Rcbertson to the Army. However, we had
an "ace recruiter" in Dave Moses, who got us several new members, but they
unfortunately did not stay with us for very long.

As in the 20g¢ the Club as a bhody attended the R.T.T.C. British best
A1l Rounder Concert at the Albert Hall., We were not impressed with the
Floor Show, but the chance of seeing the "Cracks™" from a seat in the "Gods"
made up for the poor acts.

Early in the 19505 the R.T.T.C.
abolished the "all black inconspic-
uous clothing'” rule and it was not
long before the black and gold of the
Anerley appeared on the road.Even the
old brigade had to admit that it was
a change for the better, for a rider
in the 19208 with the "knock', clad
all in black and wet through was a
sorry sight. The President, gener-
ously purchased a batch of new
jerseys in the Club colours, which
were then sold to members for 25/-
each, the proceeds going to the Club
funds. Cloth badges could also be
bought for 3/6d and were sewn on the
jerseys or other apparel.

The first Anerley Dinner for 14
years was held in 1952 at Stuarts
Cafe, Wallington and as it proved so
_ suitable we held the 1953 Dinner .
there as well. Fifty six members (including twenty Juniors)} sat down with
their friends and had a very pleasant evening. Guests included Jack Rossiter,
Jack Lauterwasser, H.M.Ellis of the Catford and Len Bowden of "Cycling" who
replied for the visitors.
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Jim Ballard, always an amusing speaker, proposed the toast of the
Feresident and Dudley in his reply praised the way Jim had got the Club
going again and how he had welded the old and new members together in the
very trying years after the war. Bruce Fuller's efforts were also acknow-
ledged and the Committee meetings at his house, where his daughters dis-
pensed tea and cakes, were remembered.

On Christmas Day 1953 the Catford C.C. staged a fancy dress parade
and jazz session at a pub in Green St. Green. Seven of the ten Anerley
chaps who turned out for the festivities are portrayed below.

The year ended badly for Pete Shaw, a fractured clavicle sustained on
a training spin near Hayes Common kept him off his bike for quite a time.
What hard luck -~ for Pete had been a Rugby player before he joined the Club.
However, in the New Year he had recovered sufficiently to capture the Club
"25" mile record with a ride of 1 hr. 4mins. 10secs. before going into
the forces.

Captain John Jackson having had a poor season on a solo in 1953 pur-
chased a tricycle. He justified his '"conversion" with an article in the
gazette entitled "A new experience - a trike" for which many virtues were
claimed. One not mentioned was the winning of half pints from those who
were rash enough to bet that they could just get on the darn thing and ride
it. Apparently John always accepted the wager if the camber of the road was
particularly acute.

By 1954 the yearly programme of the Club had taken shape. Helping on
the Balham Rough Riders "25" and supporting our juniors in the K.W.s Novi-
ces "25" opened the season. At Easter the brothers Greig toured the West
Country while Bob Job and John Jackson travelled up the Great North Road
to Tadcaster and then through York to Malton where they stayed at the Youth
Hostel. The return journey was via Hull, Lincoln, Cambridge and London, all
in 4 days. It was a "kill or cure' get fit session.

Club runs were not neglected and on one occasion when some of our
service members, home on leave, turned out, 17 sat down to tea.These trips
were very enjoyable but not without incident as when John Moores and Jerry
Robinson collided when sprinting for Egham Town sign and resulted in John
going home by train. Unfortunately Norman was not there to do his wheel
straightening exercise which consisted of putting the buckled wheel in a
drain grating and, with a flick of the wrist, pulling it "true' again.

The Clubroom and Headquarters were still at the Simla in Thornton
Heath and very popular. The hall had one slight disadvantage for the gents
toilet for the bars was located at the end of the building, entailing all
and sundry walking through the clubroom to answer nature's call, which was
very disturbing if we were holding a meeting. This no doubt was the reason
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why comm” {tee meetings were held in Bruce Fuller's home. The clubroom was
self-gupporting financially, in fact it was even known to make a =small
profit at a time when the Clubfs financies were often depleted through run-
ning an Open "25'., We, as members, knew the Anerley was not a rich club
although that myth still persisted in the cycling world., Rich in spirit
and comradeship yes, money no!

Road racing was still carried out enthusiastically. W.Birkin's 1932
"50" mile record fell to Norman Greig on a windy morning over a hilly
course in Kent. The new record of 2,16.5 was an improvement of over one
minute and earned for Norman the second of George Austin's gold centre medals.

On the racing calendar was of course the Anerley "Open 25", As we had
received so many entries the year before it was decided at the A.G.M. that
if the same interest was shown in 1954 we would stage a double event. The
running of two Opens at the same time overstretched the membership's
ability to provide the necessary marshals, but once committed we did make
the effort even to the extent of limiting the number of our own riders in
the two races. The event took place in continuous rain and unfortunately
several riders went off course. However, there was one bright spot for Bob
Job won the second handicap award, the last Anerley man to win a prize in
our own promotion.

The new "barrow boy'', Captain John Jackson, had a go on his trike in
the S.C.C,U,. 12" hour event on Southern roads. It was his first effort at
such a race and he did nearly 202 miles, thus beating the previous Club
record {set up in 1935 the year of his birth) by about five miles. This
ride collected another of George's medals.

Shortly after his success in our '"25" Bob Job moved to Wolverhampton
and it was a great loss for he was one of our best young racing hopes and
an all round clubman. His knowledge of country life and bird calls made
many an otherwise dull club run interesting. We suffered another blow when
H.M.Ellis was killed in an accident whilst riding his cycle on the Kingston
By Pass on Nov. l6th. He was one of the Club's great riders (see page 18)
who left us about 1924 to join the Catford C.C, only to return years later.
We had lcases but some of our service members were being demobbed and one
or two returned to the "fold". Miss Betty Saunders, our only woman Hon,
Member zet{ an example that few of the male members could equal. She mar-
shalled on time trials and map-reading contests and was a consistent sup-
porter of the c¢lubroom and runs.

In the autumn Dave Moses, through his connection with the cycle trade,
heard that extras were reguired for a film called "Experienced Cyclistas".
He suggestied that the A.B.C. could fill the reole so a much larger than
usual club run was filmed cycling through a Surrey lane. Nobody reached
stardom for their performance and unfortunately the run on the following
weelk was back to the usual number.

The year ended with our annual visit to Earls Court for the cycle
Show, followed by the customary attendance at the B.B.A,R. concert. The
T.V. Star, Benny Hill, compered a first class cabaret show and the three
times winner of the Tour de France, Louison Bobet, presented the top award
to Vic Gibbons, the perfect time trialist.

At the 1955 4.G.M, Mrs. Mountain presented the Club with a handsome
trophy to be known as the Mountain Memorial Shield in memory of her husband
who was a keen clubman in the early 1920s and President during the war
years. We were pleased to elect new members, Jimmy Burgman, Mike Turner,
and a second honorary lady member, Miss Beryl Balm.

The racing season opened with a "25" on the Godstone course held in
conjunction with the Caterham C. & A.C, Norman won the race and after
breakfast at Mrs. Curds a game of football was played on Godstone Green
with our friends. They were fortunate in having a fine lady goalkeeper who
managed to stop many fine shots with various parts of her body, but rarely
with her hands.
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By this time Jim Ballard and Bruce Fuller were taking a very active
r«rt in running veterans events and Jim eventually became the first Presi-
dent of the Surrey/Sussex V.T.T.A. and was a keen supporter of all their
runs until his death in 1968.

} week after our Open 25" our racing men were "at it again". Norman
cut the "25" record to 1.3.1., John Jackson got the Club trike record with
1.13.58. and Betty Saunders, riding a private time trial, clocked 1.25.0.
in her firgt and only race. Our riders competed in other events- the
Rodway C.C, "50", the Balham "100" on the Bath Road and the Camberley Whs.
"25" on the Reading course. The tours undertaken included one into Europa.
Bill Higgins and John Jackson cycled through Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany
and Holland. &4 tour of 980 miles in two weeks.

The racing season ended with Norman Greig as the Club champion and new
member Jimmy Burgman, who had won the Coulsdon to Brighton and back, taking
the S.F.Edge Trophy and the Club record. The year ended with the usual
inter club map reading contest, run this year from East Grinstead, by the
Kentish Wheelers. Although the route took us on to our beloved Godstone
time trial course, the Club team could only finish third even though the
margin was only 2 mins. The Century took 1lst, 2nd and 3rd places with the
K.Whs, taking the 4th. OQur team of W.Higgins, Mike Turner and J.Jackson
finished 5th, 8th and 13th, well in front of Charles King who later became
President of the British Cycling Federation.

Christmas Day was again celebrated with a run to Green Street Green,
this time with a difference, for our Captain, supported by Bill Higgins,
joined in the Catford C.C., fancy dress parade.

THE DINNER & DANCE to celebrate the Club's 75th Anniversary took
place at the Greyhound Hotel, Croydon on the 21lst January 1956. Some 77
members, friends and guests assembled under the genial Chairmanship of the
President, Dudley Kirby. Probably in the great days of the past when the
bicycle was "King of the Road", there may have been larger gatherings but
hardly a more jolly or friendly one. Wrapped around an excellent dinner
we sat back and enjoyed the speeches that did full justice to the occasion.
G.H.Stancer, President of the C.,7.,C., R.,R.A, and the Century Road Club,
recounted the achievements of the great Anerley men of former times -
S.¥.Fdge, S.4.0lley, Alfred Nixon {his son St.J.Nixon was present),
J.W.Stocks, Sir C.B.Lawes-Wittewronge, Percy Low, President of the N.C.,U.,
"Beefy'" Hogan and our one and only "G.H." Smith, who had done so much to
hold the Club together over many years. Two of the "0ld Boys'' present were
E.4,.Boyle (then aged 74) and J.H.Gladding, who had been a member for 62
years,

Replying for the Club, J.Jackson, the Captain, acknowledged the past
hut drew attention to the present and future. Bob Edgar toasted the ladies
and guests in his usual humourous vein, mentioning H.H.England, Sandy
Holdsworth, Charlie Davey, Percy Huggett, Jack lauterwasser, George
Martingdale, Les Gebel and F W.Stevenson, President of the Surrey Bicycle
Club.

Replying for the ladies, Mrs.Moon recalled that she also replied on
the occasion of the Jubilee Dinner. H.H.England, President of the North
Road Cycling Club and Editor of Cycling replied for the Press and our old
Kentish Wheeler friend, Sandy Holdsworth, spoke for the guests.Mrs.Kirby
presented the prizes, sharing them between Norman Greig and Jim Burgman.
Arthur Cooke proposed the President's Heaith and recalled the happy days
together before the war. In his reply Dudley expressed the hope that the
next 75 years would bring the same measure of comradeship to the members
as in the past. During the evening G.Gulliford, Surrey B,C. repeated the
feats of legerdemain that had lately staggered the Pedal Club.The dancing
which followed was a very pleasant innovation and the singing of "Auld
Lang Syne'' brought a most memorable evening to a close.

Following the Dinner much space was covered in the local press with
such headlines as "Cleanest sport of all"(referring of course to time
trials) and pictures of Norman and Jim Burgman with the Club cups.
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ince again the issue as to whether we should admit lLadies to full
memberahip arose and an extraordinary General Meeting was called te discuss
the proposition - "That [adies be admitted to full membership, may take
office and compepe 1n QOpen races under the name of the Anerley Bicycle
Club' and "That should the above be passed, some prize or prizes be allo-
cated for ladies Events'. Much rule searching, beth Club and R.T.T.C.
ensued, amendments were added and lost and one issue had the President
declining tc cast his vote declaring the amendment void without a majority.
The original motion was then put to the meeting, it was lost by a small
ma jority, two younger members voting against the motion. So there we were,
for another year an all male Club.

1956 started well with junior Jim Burgman winning the Club 10 mile
event in 28 minutes on a new course at Walton Heath. Mike Turner, who was
now acting as Racing Secretary, took secong place and John Jackson finished
third. New member Mike Greenhough started well in his racing career by
returning 1.9.0. in the K.W's Novices "25", feollowed by a 1.13.14. in the
Appele's middle markers race. On the same day as the Appolo's event we ran
our QOpen "25" in which we had eight of our own riders. With three in the
Appolo event it made a total of eleven racing men, four of whom returned
rides of under lhr. 1l0Omins. for the 25 miles. Then we collected a second
handicap in very poor conditions on the Bath Road in the Balham "100" and
we began to think that it must be cur year.

Then followed our greatest post
war win, for on May 27th 1956 our team PRIZE WINNERS OF 1957,
of Pete Shaw, John Turnbull, Jim
Burgman and John Jackson won the
Walter Moon 50" mile trophy. Pictures
appeared in the Croydon press under
headlines "Anerley make history".
Alas, we never repeated that triumph.

Every week riders were improving
their times. Greig, Turnbull and
Higgins in the Caterham "50'", Shaw,
Jackson and Greenhough in the Balham
"100" and Burgman, Turner and
Greenhough in the De Laune "25".

Club events too were very encouraging
with J. Burgman clocking 1.8.25. and
Norman 1.%.20. for 25 miles.

The final results for the year
showed that Norman Greig returned the
Club’s best time at 25 miles, with
Burgman second and Pete Shaw third.
Johno Turnbull rode the best 30

with 1.9,25. with Mike Turner second 45;“=;.
and Mike Greenhough third. The "50% "“”P“
and the "100" fell to Mike Turner, B@jt
his "50" being withim 2 minutes of - ML
the Club record. JORN TURNBULL. STAN HUTSON,
MICHAEL TURNER
S5c¢ ended our best season, (BEST ALL- ROUNDER)

certainly as far as racing was
concerned, but unfortunately at
this juncture we lost Pete Shaw,
for his work took him to the West Ccuntry. He was a first claass sportsman
and rider and cne time holder of the Club's 25 mile record. He was a good
administrator and Editor of the Gazette. Jim Burgman also left us to
become first claim to Her Britannic Majesty for National Service astationed
in Cyprus and Malta in the R.A.F.
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OUR NATIONAL SERVICEMEN.

Cis Blake was in the Scots Guards,
Pete Shaw was with the 'Tanks',
While little Leslie Newman is still serving in the Ranks,
John Turnbull was with the 'Signals’',

And Brian Hamshere he was too,

Whilst Bernard Greig and Malcolm Gee

Were with the 'Boys in blue',

Stan Hutson was a craftsman and so was Laurie Leigh,
Both of these 'ere ‘'erberts were in R.E, -~ M.E.,
Bill Higgins and RAF Regiment, they were one and the same, “j
Of course if Bill had ‘signed-on' it would have been a shame,
And of us few that's left, our time will come quite soon,

In fact my time to serve, starts in the month of June.

Before closing this chapter of the
Club's history, let us turn the
pages of the Hand book
for 1938

. and read what

The Ballgrd Boys”
achieved in those difficult
years after the war— those years
of change,shortages and disruption
caused by National Service.
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THE YEARS OF CHANGE.

During the 1960s the Club virtually lay dormant. Although subscript-
ions were paid annually to bodies such as the R.T.T.C. and the R.R.A.-
courtesy of one or two of the older members - very little cycling was
undertaken in the Anerley's name. Nevertheless the Club was always very
well represented at the R.R.A.triennial dinners, Pedal Club luncheons and
other functions where members of various cycling cluhs congregated.

The promising nucleus of younger riders from the 19508 had married
and dispersed far and wide, few of them finding the time to continue
cycling. Mike Greenhough had emigrated to Canada, Norman Greig had spent
some long time in hospital near Godalming, Bill Higgins had moved to
Watford and Stan Hutson to Kent. John Jackson and John Turnbull were the
only active cyclists,and then most of their riding was to work and back.
Norman Greig in 1967 felt well enough to try his hand at time-trialling
again, something he had not done since 1958. In 1970 John Turnbull also
made a comeback - after 12 years away from the racing scene. These two
continued to ride every distance from 10 miles to 12 hours throughout the
19705 as often as family and business commitments would allow.

In 1973 Bob Edgar visited Bill Moon at his home in a Yorkshire vill-
age. They talked of matters "Anerley" and how there were still one or two
members riding "Opens" in the name of the A.B.C, Bob, who was a very
active member of the "Vets" expressed the hope that Norman and Co.{one
time Ballard Boys) would soon join him in the Surrey Sussex V.T.T.A. and so
help to keep the Club's colours flying. ©One thing led to another and it
was thought that it might be a good idea to get in touch with all members
who were listed in the 1960 handbook: so at Xmas 1973 a Newsletter was
circulated to some 30 0ld Boys and as it was well received the practice has
been continued.

By 1974 Norman Greig and John Turnbull had both moved to the Coulsdon-
Purley area of South Londen suburbia and in March 1977 a Committee meeting
was called at Arthur Collier's home to discuss the future of the Club.
Perhaps the Newsletters had reminded people "of the joys they once possess-
ed" for officers were found for the various jobs and the Anerley took a
leap into the 20th century by electing ladies to full membership and open-
ing its ranks teo schoolboys, schoolgirls and families. A full programme of
runs, races and events was drawn up and a clubroom found - a very spacious
Scoutstbuilding in Mitchley
Woods, Riddlesdown. This
clubroom was acquired by
the efforts of John Turn-
bull's wife Meike, who also
was Secretary of the Scout
group - the 19th Purley -
and who obtained extremely
good terms (£1 per week)

————— for the hire of premises
large enough for darts, badminton and table-
tennis to be played. The Club also had the
use of a kitchen which served as a canteen
for tea and wads during Club evenings
(Tuesdays) usually served by Meike.

LARGE HALL
FOR
BADMINTON , NET BALLE DARD

SMALL HALL
FOR
TABLE TENKIS

PLAM OF CLUBROOM.

Arthur Collier, a long serving Anerley member, was persuaded to unearth
his old and venerable cycle from the bric-a-brac in his garage and redis-
cover the pleasures of cycling. He and his wife Margaret put their river-
side meadow and gardens frequently at the Club's disposal for picnics and
get-togethers, Bordering on the River Mole at Deepdene, near Dorking, the
setting was idyllic for the younger members who borrowed the rowing boat to
explore the Mole or shared their picnic titbits with the resident donkey.
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During thilis period the splendid silver Club
oy trophies, some dating from Victorian times, were awar-
o ded again at Club dinnersa. Robert Edgar, stiil an
active cyclist and a Club member since 1926 acceded to
the office of President in 1977, following Dudley Kirby
who had honourably held that position since the late

40s. When John Turnhull regumed racing in 1970 his un-
disclosed aim was to try and improve some of the Club
records which were mostly set up in the 1950s. Of
course this aim meant that Turnbull had to do some
improving on his own account, he having a best 25 time
of 1.6.0. and a bhest 50 time of 2.19.3 to his credit,
never having ridden farther than that.

Norman Greig held the lion's share of the Anerley
records with a 1.3.0l for 25 miles, 1.18.54 for 30
miles, 2.1l4.47 for 50 and 4.47.50 for 100 miles. Mike
Turner held the "12'" record with 226 miles.

Turnbull's first Anerley
record was achieved on the
amous Bath Road in 1970 in
the Newbury Road Club 25 when
he recorded 1.2.56, just three
seconds faster than Norman had
ridden only a week before. So
after standing for 15 years, the 25 record went twice
in one week! Turnbull used 86" fixed for this and a
faster 1.2.05, and also for his first Anerley 50
record, 2.11.50, alsoc ridden on the Bath Road.

Norman Greig pre-empted Turnbull's attack on
the "12" record in 1977 by riding an out-of-the-blue
n}215f 234,19 miles, an eight mile improvement on
Mike Turner's 1956 record. Greig's ride was done
with comparatively little training and no support or
feeding from friends. That ride must rank as one of
the greatest ever done in the Anerley's name.

John Turnbull was spurred to counter-attack,
but in his firat "12" fell short of the new record
by about 600 yards, recording 23%3.75 miles. Three
weeks later he rode another "12%" but packed at 210
miles. Not until 1978 did he finally succeed in
beating Norman Greig's record - and then by only
about half a mile, with 234.79 miles.

1977 saw Greig and Turnbull attack the Club's
Coulsdon - Brighton and back record. It was set by
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Jim Burgman in 1955 with
3.42.45 for the hilly 80
mileg, the route cross-
ing both North and South
Downs. The A 2% diver-
sion around Gatwick Air-
port and the one-way
systems at Redhill and
Brighton had added per-
haps two or three miles
to the distance and, of
course, traffic lights
and pedestrian cross-
ings had sprouted in pro-
fusion in Brighton
itself.

At 4.45 on Saturday
16th July 1977, a cold
summer's morning, Norman
Greig kicked away from
the time keeper beneath
Coulsdon South Railway
bridge. Thirty minutes
later John Turnbull did
likewise. Each rider had
an observer in a follow-
ing car to see all traf-
fic lights were obeyed
and no pace taken. At
the Brighton Pier round-
about stood Bob Edgar as
turn marshal, a cheery
greeting of encourage-
ment on his lips for
each rider. A helpful
S.W, wind urged the
riders home again and

first Greig, then Turn- N\ =
bull, broke the record, Norman Greig John Turnbull . John Jackson.
the latter by 10m.48secs.|Hon Seczfucing Sec. Caplain. Time Keeper.

In 1978 junior and schoolboy records were established at 10 and 25
miles, Derek Cheshire holding the junior records and Richard Culmer the
schoolboys' 10 record. That year also witnessed the Anerley'as first team
entry in living memory in the classic Catford Hill Climb at Yerks Hill,
near Westerham, Kent. Cheshire, Culmer and Turnbull comprised the team,
Cheshire being easily the Anerley's best hill-climber on the day, Turnbull
climbing steadily and Culmer losing the battle with gravity and falling off!

In 1979 the Arthur Cooke memorial "25", the Walter Moon "50" and the
Club breakfast were all combined in the one occasion. The breakfast was
again at Woolgars Farm, taken in the garden as the sun was shining, with
Jenny Saunders and family hosting a superb breakfast for 18 which was very
much appreciated by all those who had the good fortune to be out on that
morning.

Easter of that year saw Michael Culmer and Daniel Greig embark on their
first solo Youth Hostel tour which was planned to stay at Ewhurst,Winchester,
with Windsor for the third day and home on the fourth. Richard Culmer and
Norman Greig went to Streetley on Thames for the first night with a superb
second day of lanes, downs and rivers, meeting up with the other two and
sharing all the laughs and tales at the Winchester Hostel. The evening was
spent at pool and table tennis, the former causing Norman much trouble when
it came to getting the odd jobs done as Danny and the brothers Culmer saw
themselves as budding '"Pot Black" stars.
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Tre First qirl to race in | A fun event held at the end of the
a Nalio lChamanﬂup season is a free-wheeling contest
Egﬂ;;?ﬁﬂi?¥%§§¥\ handicapped on body weight. The

A =\ sketch shows John Jackson; always an [¥.
R individualist, careering down Tilbur
stow with both legs trailing behind

to lessen wind resistance.

The Club Map Reading contest has
been revived and below we show the
contestants in their Anerley gear,
It will be noted that our President
took part in the event.

Coulsdon Court Hotel, 0ld Coulsdon,
was the venue of the Club's 98th
year dinner, with 115 members and
guests attending. Recipient of our
~ award of merit was Bill Moon,another
of the Anerley's very long-serving members. Bill it was
who had both edited and illustrated a remarkable series
of Newsletters with black and white line drawings, many
of them hand coloured individually. These Anerley News-
letters had excited comment in various quarters and were
instrumental in helping to hold the Club together and
keep the far-flung membership in touch with one another,

Guest of Honour at the 98th year dinner was Stan. Butler of Allin's
Cycles and Norwood Paragon fame and a good friend of the Club. Many an
Anerley member had had cause to feel beholden to Stan. for the great
trouble he would go to in helping with the odd out-of-stock spare, the
quick wheel re-build and so on.

The 1980 annual dinner was a quieter and smaller affair, held at the
T.A. Drill Hall, Ewell, John Jackson, a T.A, R,E.M.E. Sergeant, pulling a
string or two to arrange the use of the premises. And an excellent fore-
gathering it was, a comfortable, intimate atmosphere helped by good food
and drink.

As the Anerley's one-hundredth year draws near it is not possible
accurately to forecast the Club's future. It has not, for very many years,
been a strong club, but it has survived the vicissitudes of fate while
seemingly stronger clubs have succumbed. The
Anerley has a unique atmosphere together with a
great store of goodwill engendered by its
venerable history and tradition. Long may it
continue! "Palmam qui meruit ferat" is the
Club's motto: The palm to him who is worthy.

TACKIE M HAT L TANICE RICHARD
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Jorin TURNBULL.

CLUB RECORDS.

1 25MILES  D.CHESHIRE (1979

| 1OMILES  M.CULMERA

JUNIOR (UNDER 18 YEARS)
IOMILES D.CHESHIRE 978

SCHOOLBOYS (UNDER 16 YEARS)

Micaer Cuimewn

BICYCLE .
[0 MILES JTURNBULL 1980 23.35
25MILES  TTURNBULL 1977 53.24
30MILES FTURNBULL (971 4 t8.18
S0MILES JTURNDULL 1980 2. 1.04
10OMILES TTURNBULL {980 4 £535
LONDON 70 BRIGHTON &K BACK -
WBIRKIN 1933 5.20.1
COULSDON BRIGHTON & BACK
JTURNBULL 1977 3. 31.57
1I2HOURS T TURNBULL 978 234-T9M
24HOURY  W.BIRKIN 1934 407-81u|

24 55
1.4 20

z7.57

LONDON TO BRIGHTON Z- DACK

IZHOURS F.FIACK3ION 1954 f01-98M

1980
LADIES
IOMILES JACQUELINE
TURNBULL 1580 3z .3l
25MILES TACQUELINE
TURNBULL {9BO [.25.55
1 T
TRICYCLE .
25MILES TFJACKSON I955 1.153.5
S50MILES DESKIREY 19350 2.30.43
I00MILES T FIACKSON 1955 5. 2357

E.GGODMAN (935 ©6.0.13

7 7 Jonm TACKSON.

TANDEM

50MILES RFCULLUMX W.BIRKIN

H.M.3

2.5.2f

i2 HOURS (SOUTHERN ROAOS)
P HOSWORTHY X P.PURVIS

1504

185-75M

- =

TO ALL TRO3E, MEN ¥ WOMEN,
To0 NUMEROUS TO MENTION,
WHO YERY SPORTINGLY

193]
IOOWILES REDGAR Z AL WARD
R.FCuLLum 1931 4.2420
AND LONDON TO BRIGHTON X BACK = EDGAR
W. BIRHIN. H PADBURY & W.RBIRKIN (934 4 K436 -EDG
' IZHOURS (NORTHERN ROADS} AN\?V
PNOSWORTHY & PMILES 1903 |92-5M A.E Waao.

HAYE GOT UP EARLY AND
RIDDEN MANY MILES,
TO HELP ON RACES AND
CHECK MEDAL RIDES.

A CHECKER'S LIFE 13 NoT

A HAPPY ONE .
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Now we come to the end of our long history and thanks to the enthus-
iasm of Norman Greig, John Jackson and John and Meike Turnbull, the Anerley
i8 still an active cycling club, Thanks aiso to their efforts we hope to
celebrate our centenary with a dinner earily in 1981.

If we have got a date wrong, a time transposed or made a sketch of
your hest friend which you cannot recognize, we apologise, but have we not
achieved our end for you have remembered something or somebody from the past.

We could hope that our reflections will inspire some of our young
people to carry on when the present officers feel the need to retire, and
50 years hence they too will write of the many happy years of good fellow-
ship they enjoyed when riding with the Anerley.

It is very regrettable that we lost our last link with the old "0ld
Boys'" when our esteemed Past President, O, W, Wells, died earlier in the
year aged 91, He joined in 1911 and it would have been a great pleasure
to have sent him a copy of our story, for he had a well remembered brand of
humour and had been a great worker for the A, B,C.

When our one and only "G.H." wrote the final paragraph of his book in
1929 (see page 25) it was not thought possible that we would have the trade
depression of the 30s, the second World War and the years of shortage,
change and upheaval which followed. Looking back on those times it is not
surprising that we could not add further National honours to the list on
pages 13 - 15, but we enjoyed in full measure all the other benefits he
mentioned.

S '\W:!F;' =7 Perhaps the Editor will be excused
s_fnsf% ;?%ﬁ if he ends on a personal note.
%‘iéf 1 Walking through the Village on a
‘:qu'@ ?gﬁﬁ beautiful autumn morning I saw a
’~’-'_ .'*.-'”‘ small group of club men riding

3

CLuB JOYS.

MANY PLEASANT RUNS TOGETHER,

HAVE WE HAD.
RUNS TO QUIET COUNTRY PLACES,
MEETING ERE WITH WELCOMFE FACES,
WHAT IF WARM AT TIMES THE PACE IS,

MANY PLEASANT RUNS TOGETHER,
HAVE WE HAD.

=
x
Y { MANY PLEASANT MEMORIES,

HAVE WE STORED
through an avenue of beech trees to- OF BRACING BREEZE,AND THUMPING TEAS,

. MOONLIGHT NIGHTS, AND GLITTER|NG SEAS. |
wards Tadcaster. Momentarily I fe}t OPEN COMMONS SHELTERING TREES '
the urge to catch them up but realised ) MaANY PLEASANT MEMORIES, '

my bike was still rusting in the garage® HAVE WE STORED,

However, whe? walking home down the MANY A JOLLY SPRINT TOGETHER

lane reflecting on the scene I remem- STOOPING Lo HAVE WE SPED.
- . PING LOW AND FORWARD BENDING

bered a few verses which ap[?eared in a |G ALOFT THE DUST WE'RE SENDING

gazette of Nov. 1890 and which I am VOS5 WITH SHRIEKS THE A\R 13 RENDlrllq.

sure will strike a cord in the heart MANY A TOLLY SPRINT TOGETHER

HAVE WE SPED,

of every Anerley man and which sums
up what this book is all about.

“And here’s a hand, my trusty fiére,
And gie’s a hand o' thine,
And we!l tak'a richt guid willie waught
For auld lang syne! ”
Jan. 1981
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Appendix to Centenary Book (125 Ann. unofficial version)

THE ANERLEY

25 FURTHER YEARS ON

1981 - 2006

A STORY BY {TS MEMBERS

Tatl those who did,

A3 Jo these hal now do,

And those usa in the fulure will,
tow and Work for the Aneirley
Thia Lttle Book 15 Declicated .

Q.H SMrtH

GERALDINE WINNING 3* LADY PRIZE [N
E.SURREY HARDRIDERS 32 MILE, 03/02/02.

The Smith Family



THE LAST 25 - 1981-2006 - RANDOM MEMORIES

After our successful centenary celebrations in 1981 the club was buoyant with many promising
young riders - our clubroom at the scout cornplex at Mytchley Wood was thriving - the club
promoting its first open event for some years - a 25 mile Time Trial. Our team did great things:
John Tumbull, Andrew lrons, Neil Fairbrother and Kaye Clements, plus other riders.

Club runs were also well attended, among our routes was the M25 (yes, the motorway!).
Before it opened for motor vehicles we cycled from Reigate Hill to Walton on the Hill. The
Surrey league held road races on another unopened section near Leatherhead - Kaye
Clements, Bob Patton and Jim Read riding these events in the club colours.

The President still fed his Annual Club Run on a route of his choice - usually ending up at the
home of Arthur Collier on the banks of the River Mole near Brockham (this followed the tradition
set by the great S.F.Edge in inviting “The Club” to his home at Pyecombe). Qur club history
book gives a good account of these gatherings - of the cricket, the boating and refreshments
marshalled by Margaret Collier, assisted by our growing band of lady members. After Arthur's
death in 1996 we had our picnic at Treasurer lan Whyte's house and grounds at Smallfield.
With lan and Val having moved abroad in 2005, a new venue will be needed!

We should perhaps remember the debt we owe the Old Brigade of the club at this time - our
President, in 1977, Dudley Kirby had passed the Golden "A" to Bob Edgar, an active president
up to his death whilst out riding his cycle in Sussex in 1989 - Bob, former Principle of Slough
Technical College, turned up on his 80th birthday at the club picnic, but left early to cycle back
to Bognor, thereby completing a 100 mile round trip. Doreen Cooke became our First Lady
President. She was the widow of long-serving member Arthur Cooke and presented a fine
silver trophy for club competition in the Moon Trophy event. Another popular destination was
the ride of 100 miles plus to Felpham in Sussex - home of Douglas and Marjorie Harmsworth,
started in the club's centenary year. The centenary nde was further than some of the younger
riders were able, so the "back room girts” made a wonderful job of sustanance by driving past
the club and setting up feeding stations at approximately every 20 miles. This carried on until
first Douglas died in 1993 and Marjone some years later. This family bond was highlighted by
the fact that Douglas's Father was The Club in the first World War having the task of running it
almost single handed whilst the boys were away in the Forces many losing their lives.
Between 1981 and 2003 we lost alt of the Old Brigade with Bert Ward in 1995 along with Harry
Flower and Reg Ryall, our Vice Presidents, Ann Butler, Marjorie Harmsworth, plus the man
who held the Secretary's post in the club through the second World War and later years, Bruce
Fuller, left us for a better place. The last of the prewar members to die was Bob Cullum, who
emigrated to U.S.A., but kept in touch and was a generous sponsor of the gazette until 2003 -
his name is still on our record books as "stoker" in a 12 hour Tandem Record.

The Anerley stood for family connections from the Edges in 1830's, to the Nixons, the
Harmsworths, the Wards and post war the Greigs (incl. Ruddles and Gees) to the present the
Herberts, the Smiths and the Tullys, not to mention the Tumbull family who have been
stalwarts of the club with Meike Tumbull, our second Lady President. Coupled with family
must be organisation - for the club were founding members of what is now C.T.T. (Cycling
Time Trials) plus sections of the Vets. Time Trial Assn. (Surrey/Sussex) with Jim Ballard and
Bruce Fuller as President and Secretary. This organisation element is what keeps cycling as
a sport alive - Keith Herbert took to running (under Eddie Wingrave) several of the circuit races
on the revamped Crystal Palace motor track - a retum to the same park at which the club ran
track meetings with attendances of up to 10,000 people before World War One. Keith got
sponsorship from builders Surrey Developments for the prize list and other projects including
an overseas tour with junior club members to France and Belgium.

Among the unsung heros of our sport are those who attend meetings as delegates, like Sian
Charitonto C.T.T., V.T.T.A. and R.R.A.- Sian is now secretary to the Fellowship of Cycling Old
Timers - putting back into the sport what she’s had out - after all she holds several National
V.T.T.A. records set up on her trike!
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Bryn Tully works tirelessly on our club's behalf as our Time Tnal Event Organiser, Racing
Secretary plus Delegate and Treasurer to Croydon and Dist. Cycling Assn. We also, as a
club, send delegates to Croydon Council Cycling Forum looking after cyclists' problems in
Croydon.

It was John Tumbull who coined the phrase "Not the fastest, but the friendliest”, with many of
members cycle touring, both in the U.K. and Abroad - cycle camping - Youth Hosteliing, even,
in recent times, going "off road”.

The Herbert Family set up club records as Husband and Wife Tandem pair (Maureen was
stoker and Keith kept the front wheet on the road!). Their sons also set up Junior Records and
received some of the club's ‘A’ shaped shields, that dad Herbert helped manufacture with
Norman Greig's and Jack Jackson's help. The younger Herberts, Keith, Spencer and Lee,
along with their school friends, rode road races and some track events at Heme Hill. Sadly
college studies and then work robbed the club of some really useful members of the era.  Their
lasting fegacy is the design of our club racing and touring clothing - in the histonc black and
gold.

Inthe 81-06 period we had club records broken - we won the C.D.C.A. promoted Moon Trophy
two or three times! Firstly two of the 'Old Brigade', who rode the Moon 50 in 1856, Norman
Greig and John Tumbull, made up the winning team 25 years later (1981) with Michael Culmer
and Andrew Steel. Anerley B.C. won again in 1987 with a new team of Chris Kennard, Alan
Smith, Terry Brewer and Keith Herbert. Of the individua! records, John Dadson cleaned up the
10 mile, 25 mile, 50 mile and 100 mile distances, young Richard Tully took the 30 mile title and
Best Rider in the Club Hill Climb Championship. Alan Smith set a new 12 hour distance in
1992, whilst on the Ladies record books Vicky Tully held 10 and 50 mile, Kaye Clements
recorded a fine 1-04-02 for 25 miles. Maureen Herbert's solo 100 mile ride in 1990 set our
record and Sian Charlton rode over 191 miles to become 12 hour solo record holder.
K.P.Herbert set junior 10 and 25 standards. He was 15 years old when he won the 10 mile
cycle race and Gold Medal in London Youth Games at Crystal Palace - he also received a
£180 racing cycle from the Mayor of Croydon and Director of Milk Marketing Board. Before
becoming 18, Keith Herbert set Juvenile standards at 10,25,50 miles, which still stand.
Tandem records (all male) at 10 and 25 mites went 1o Keith Herbert and Alan Smith and the
{mixed) records for 10 and 25 to Mr.and Mrs.Herbert. Tricyclist Sian Chartton set 10 mile to
24 hour Tricycle Records, all in one season - 1990. Since then some of the records have
been bettered, chiefly the Ladies’ 50 mile and 100 mile standard were improved by Geraldine
Glowinski in 2002, a fine effort - as Geraldine prefers to ride Road Races, not Time Trials.
Yoshi Sekido, joined the club via a chance meeting with Peter Trimming en route to the
Norwich '"100' cycle 'Audax’ event. He joined our club and proved a remarkable long distance
rider, runner and swimmer. He competes in the famous "tron Man” events in Japan and in
Anerley colours rode the Paris - Brest - Paris 'Audax’ event in France (Shades of S.F. Edge's
epic ndes in France pre WW1).

Racing aside,the year tends to follow a regular pattem - ¢lub runs form the basis of club life,
tounist tnals (now called Audax events) hard rider's for the racing element, who have taken part
in some roller racing sessions in the winter. The club room had moved to St. James' Church
Hall in about 1987, where we had moved at the suggestion of Alan Smith, whose sons were
Boy Scouts at this location. We had snooker table, indoor hockey, table tennis, cycle rollers
and of course, darts. QOver the years the snooker table went, the indoor hockey was too rough
the table tennis table broke! The cycle rollers were, in the end, sold after the novelty wore off.
{The blue pointer used always to win, | believe!) Darts, however, has been subject to a
championship for which a small trophy was presented by Norman Greig, which now requires
extra discs to record the winners.

Away from fhe club room we hold a map reading competition - a relic from pre-war World War
Two days when the Anerley, The Century Road Ciub and Kentish Wheelers held a triangular
contest in North London, Kent or Surrey.  Alas! the Kentish Wheelers are no more and so have

(S



The Century gone. We now run the event "in house” either as two-up teams or as solo riders.
One event run in Surrey had a three lady team, Maureen Herbert, Sue Hall and Sian Chaﬂ_ton -
speed and experience you would think - sorry! the winner was John Turnbull and Mike Gaish -
old age and youth.

In the summer months many members went touring - the already mentioned trip to France and
Belgium. Others have toured to Japan, India, Poland, Italy, Cuba, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia
Germany - the last named country was visited in 2004 by a group of five club mempbers - to the
Moselle and Rhine region with our tour leaders Meike and John Tumbull - our President and her
husband, so we really do have an active administration in the Anerley! Also wortha mention -
touring in the UK. Peter Trimming favours the Lake District and Wales as touring grounds
along with John Dadson and Yoshi Sekido. Whilst as a solo tourist Jack Jackson has
revisited a subject first discovered as a schootboy in the club - a passion for windmills (he is
Chairman of Croydon's only mill at Shifley!) and has systematically searched for and found
windmills on his cycle tours to East Anglia, Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, Lancaster and Wirral, The
Midlands and Anglesey - about 500 sites seen and photographed over a six year period since
retirement.

After the racing season nears its end, the Hill Climb season begins, where Richard Tully has
been our champion in recent times. Previously Peter Trimming rode the Nationat Hill Climb
Championships and we have had a team of three riders in the classic Catford Hill Cimb, John
Turmbull, Bob Patton, Richard Culmer. The Anerley was the first winner of this famous event.,
with S.F. Edge on Westerham Hill in 1889. With the road racing seascn over, it is the tum of
the Cyclo cross and Mountain Bike exponents to take over. Sarah Northall was South London
Ladies Champion in 2002, plus Barry Allen and Geraldine Glowinski also rode these off road
events. As well as hill climbing, the club run a "fun” event, which is taken very seriously by the
competitors - the Annual Free Wheeling Contest, originally held on Tilburstow Hill , Godstone,
until the tandem pairing of Keith and Lee Herbert covered such a distance as to reach the main
road and nearly into "The Bell” Public House car park. Other winners of this event (several
times) was social secretary Julie Read and cycle courier Mike Gaish. Following the move to
Sandhiils,near Bletchingley, on safety grounds, Richard Tully has made the trophy is own,
despite efforts like Yoshi Seokido concealing extra weights on his machine.

The second most inportant post within the ¢club must be that of club captain - we have had
some fine captains, a position, which many of us have held over the years. It means tuming
out whatever the weather to lead between two and twenty two niders on a club run. it requires
planning and a sense of responsibilityplus map reading skills. From Norman Greig to John
Turnbult via Peter Trimming, Jeremy Hammond to the present holder, Des Donohoe - we have
been served well. The post of vice captain also needsa mention - this is the path to full
captaincy as understudy, when the leader is indisposed. One of our best earlier captains , on
being questioned by a member "Haven't we passed that building aiready?" was told in no
uncertain terms that the captain or his deputy must be obeyed (club rules).

An unusual event the club has hosted over the last few years at its club room has been a
Christras Bam Dance, to which all other cycling clubs in Croydon are invited. Our talented
musician Peter Trimming organises this club night and brings along his folk style music group
plus the Old Palace Ladies Clog Dancers. Food and refreshments are at our expense and this
delightful session ends with Christmas Carols and songs, after an exhausting evening of Folk
Dancing. Not many clubs can boast a club night like this one!

Our club supper or dinner, when we honour our club champions and those who suppaort our
pastime, has been staged at several locations. The Termtonal Army Centre at Ewell was used
for several years from 1979 until a rebuilding project saw us move to the Roundabout Cafe at
Caterham. This restaurant changed hands and we moved back to West Ewell and the London
Fire Brigade club house, but like all good things this changed owners and our President found
the Village Hall at Godstone in 2003. This is a special place for many of us as the club visited
The Clayton Arms on its old boys run in 1914 and again in 1931, they also visited Mrs. Curd's
in 1956, a place, which we post-war members enjoyed as it was a tea rooms as well as an
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event headquarters and bed and breakfast, now alas! long closed. 1t was also the site of the
club supper in 1950. Now we are back next dooer in the Village Hall behind The Clayton Arms
(it's called The White Hart now!)

The club supper usually takes place in Jan/Feb. each year. By this time the racing members
are already in training (or thinking aboul training) and in the long dark evenings, the tourists
among the club are planning their routes and so we as a club have developed a routine. which
has lasted this last quarter century. Many riders have joined us, ridden for a couple or so
years and moved on or away from the area. We have had a multi-national membership from
Japan, Iran, Poland, South America and Scotland, but we have also had those stalwarts, who
came as boys and girls and still form the backbone as pensioners. We need new blood and in
this era of computer-aided "everything” let us hope we wilt get a computer-aided Anerley.

To illustrate this last quarter century, | have trawled my photo albums in search of happenings -
to show how we won the palm and carried it - "Palmam Qui Meruit Ferat”™. -

John "Jack” Jackson & Norman Greig
(joined 1950) (joined 1949)
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BOURG D'OISANS-ALPE D'HUEZ,

THE PRESIDENT OF THE ANERLEY
8.C. ON HER CLIMB UP LALPE D'HUEZ

2004
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